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PREFACE. 


The  materials  forming  what  is  properly  the  argumentative  portion  of 
the  following  pages  were  supplied  by  a friend  ; who  simply  requested  me 
to  introduce  them  to  American  readers,  by  a preliminary  statement  of 
what  occurred,  during  the  more  recent  struggle  among  ourselves,  in  behalf 
of  the  slaves  in  the  British  colonies. 

For  the  argument  itself  1 am  not  directly  responsible;  although,  as 
fully  acquiescing  in  its  force,  and  regarding  it  indeed  to  be  unanswer- 
able— except  by  self-interest,  and  perversion  of  the  divine  record — I so  far 
invite  the  neutrals,  the  waverers,  and  especially  the  professed  opponents, 
to  venture  upon  its  refutation.  It  was  drawn  up  with  earnest  and  patient 
care ; digested  from  repeated  examinations  of  the  entire  scriptures  them- 
selves, made  with  a view  to  one  single  object ; supported  by  concurrent 
testimonies  of  standard  commentators,  historians,  and  casuists ; compared 
with  the  counterstatements,  theories,  and  objections  of  opponents ; and,  I 
believe  I may  add  with  confidence,  altogether  embracing  a wider  space  of 
discussion  than  had  previously  been  occupied  by  any  writer  in  the  same 
region  of  investigation. 

In  fact,  this  attempt  is  in  a great  measure  original ; and  no  one  can 
possibly  measure  its  extent  and  importance,  who  has  not,  to  say  the  least, 
scrutinized  the  scriptural  portion  of  the  argument  with  the  assiduity,  and 
intension  of  mind,  brought  to  the  inquiry  by  my  principal. 

To  any  examinant  who  has  not  faithfully  pursued  the  current  of  fact 
and  discussion  here  discoverable,  and  who  yet  professes  to  have  decided 
against  the  general  conclusion,  no  reply  can  possibly  be  due — he  cannot 
have  risen  to  the  points  of  knowledge  and  of  reasoning,  absolutely  re- 
quired by  the  terms  of  the  debate.  If  the  essay  has,  indeed,  lost  any 
strength  by  passing  through  the  hands  of  the  present  reviser,  such  defi- 
ciency must  have  been  considerably  occasioned  by  its  abbreviation.  I 
therefore  beg  to  add,  that  a mass  of  materials  yet  remains  at  my  friend’s 
disposal,  and  is  ready  to  be  combined  with  any  future  effort ; should  a 
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continuation  of  the  discussion  be  demanded  by  the  course  of  the  conflict 
in  the  United  States. 

To  a person  unacquainted  with  the  controversy,  or  even  passably  fa- 
miliar with  its  general  principles,  it  would  be  matter  of  startling  surprise, 
to  survey  the  unused  authority  and  illustration  piled  up  among  my  friend’s 
collections.  And  I mention  this  as  affording  an  intimation  that  we — if 
I may  now  take  the  liberty  of  assuming  the  plural  number — have  by  no 
means  done  justice  to  our  own  side  of  the  dispute.  We  have  a strong  and 
disciplined  body  of  reserve  ; and  the  hostile  party  has  full  permission  to 
call  for  its  appearance.  At  the  same  time,  we  trust  that  such  an  aug- 
mentation of  our  own  force  will  be  superfluous ; because,  when  once  our 
Transatlantic  allies  shall  have  fairly  mingled  in  the  strife,  we  hope  that 
they  will  furnish  all  needful  supplies,  and  obviate  the  necessity  of  relying 
upon  foreign  resources. 

There  is,  as  we  would  gratefully  remind  our  confederates,  this  happy 
peculiarity  in  the  warfare  now  impending the  weapons  of  the  Christ- 

ian soldier  become  more  keen,  brilliant,  and  effective,  in  proportion  as 
they  are  employed ; since,  as  in  all  other  departments  of  his  conflict  with 
this  present  evil  world,  the  strength  and  lustre  of  truth  are  increased  by 
their  opposition  to  error  and  sin. 

We  are  unwilling  to  anticipate,  in  these  prefatory  remarks,  what  pro- 
perly belongs  to  the  sequel ; but,  in  the  mean  time,  copy  from  a British 
periodical  the  succeeding  paragraphs  ; detached  indeed  from  their  con- 
text, and  consequently  read  to  much  disadvantage ; but  containing  a just 
specimen  of  the  sentiments  beginning  to  be  felt  in  Europe  on  the  present 
extraordinary  position  of  the  Great  Western  Republic — the  land  where 
all  men  are  by  nature  free , and  having  an  inalienable  and  perfectly 

equal  claim  to  the  common  rights  of  mankind. “ Slavery,  in 

America,  has  rendered  the  Constitution  a lie,  changed  nature  into  an 
enemy,  made  the  increase  of  population  a tremendous  evil,  and  occasion- 
ed the  increase  of  knowledge  and  virtue,  in  the  proscribed  caste,  to  be 
dreaded  as  a still  greater  evil.  Hatred  and  fear,  mingled  with  a portion 
of  national  shame,  form  the  scourge  with  which  slavery  is  at  this  time 
lashing  the  Americans.  But  this  is  not  all.  The  existence  of  profitable 
slavery  in  the  southern  states,  of  unprofitable  slavery  in  the  middle  states, 
and  of  a caste,  the  offspring  of  abolished  slavery,  in  the  northern  and 

middle  states is  the  principal  origin  of  the  widening  breach  between 

the  different  sections  of  the  Union.  It  is  this  circumstance  which  ren- 
ders their  several  interests  all  but  incompatible.  The  seeds  of  discord, 
which  are  now  ripening  into  open  conflict,  have  been  sown  by  Slavery. 
We  consequently  find  the  Slave-states  most  tenacious  of  their  sovereign- 
ty ; while  almost  all  the  great  slave-holders  are  anti-federalists.  Nine 
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states  out  of  the  twenty  four  have  now  no  slaves  ; and  four  more,  in  the 
middle  and  western  sections,  comparatively  few.  But  in  the  remaining 
eleven  the  slaves,  who  numbered  in  1790  less  than  700,000  throughout 
the  Union,  now  amount  to  2,010,000 ; having  nearly  trebled  in  forty-two 
years ; and  of  these,  about  a million  are  concentrated  in  Virginia,  the 
Carolinas,  and  Georgia,  between  the  Potomac  and  the  Alatamaha. 
With  the  growth  of  the  slave  population  has  grown  the  anti-federal  feeling, 
in  which  Washington  foresaw  the  probable  cause  of  the  disruption  of  the 
Federacy,  and  the  downfall  of  the  fair  fabric  he  had  so  greatly  contribu- 
ted to  consolidate.  Thus  is  the  curse  of  Slavery  preying  on  the  vitals  of 
the  Constitution.  But  will  it  entail  no  other  national  punishment  upon 
those  who  persist  in  ‘ founding  their  prosperity  on  the  misery  and  degra- 
dation of  others  ?’  ‘ Shall  I not  visit  for  these  things?  saith  the  Lord.’ 
******  And  this  in  America ! These  are  the  fruits 
of  reason  and  philosophy,  in  a republic  founded  on  the  ' rights  of  man,’ 
and  glorying  in  the  political  equality  of  its  citizens,  while  every  sixth 
individual  is  a soodra,  the  victim  of  a prejudice  as  senseless,  of  injustice 
as  enormous,  as  ever  disgraced  a heathen  nation.  Talk  of  freedom,  of 
toleration,  of  justice,  in  a country  where  a free  citizen  may  be  expelled 
from  his  native  soil,  because  of  his  complexion  ! Why  Russia  and  [its 
Autocrat  appear  to  advantage  in  comparison  with  this  ruthless,  irresponsi- 
ble despotism.  And  then,  think  of  the  blasphemy  of  making  the  Deity 
an  accomplice  in  this  cruelty  and  injustice,  by  resolving  it  into  ‘an 
ordination  of  providence,’  ' a law  of  the  God  of  nature,’  which  defies  the 
utmost  power  of  Christianity ; which  religion  cannot,  that  is,  shall  not 
subdue  ! How  must  this  language  of  obstinate  determination  and  defiance 
sound  in  the  ears  of  Heaven ! How  righteously  will  the  refusal  to 
inquire  whether  these  feelings  be  founded  in  reason  or  not,  whether  they 
be  consonant  with  justice  and  religion  or  not,  be  visited  with  a rebuke  of 
fearful  indignation ! When  we  read  such  expressions,  we  are  forcibly 
reminded  of  the  emphatic  words  of  President  Jefferson  in  reference  to 
slavery  : ‘ I tremble  for  my  country  when  1 reflect  that  God  is  just,  and 

that  his  justice  cannot  sleep  for  ever  /’ But  what  shall  wo  say  to 

such  language  from  ministers  of  the  Gospel ! Let  us  for  one  moment 
imagine  St.  Paul  revisiting  the  earth,  and  passing  from  the  extreme  west- 
ern limit  of  his  former  labours  to  the  shores  of  the  new  world,  colon- 
ized by  those  who  forsook  their  native  land,  that  they  might  plant  their 
churches  beyond  the  reach  of  intolerance  in  the  western  wilderness. 
With  what  language  would  he  address  their  descendants,  on  finding  them 
leagued  in  a general  conspiracy  against  their  fellow  Christians  of  a darker 
skin ! He  who  once  pleaded  for  Onesimus,  the  runaway  slave,  as  his 
spiritual  son ; entreating  his  master  to  receive  him,  not  as  a slave  or 
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servant,  but  ‘ above  a servant,  a brother  beloved ;’ — who  taught  in  the 
churches,  that  the  slave,  on  being  ' called  in  the  Lord,’  became  ' the 
Lord’s  freeman,’  as  the  freeman  was  Christ’s  servant;  and  that  between 
the  Jew  and  the  Gentile  there  was  no  difference,  the  same  Lord  over  all 
being  rich  in  mercy  to  all  who  call  upon  him ; — who  insisted  so  contin- 
ually and  pathetically  upon  the  unity  of  the  body,  as  having  one  head, 
one  hope,  one  Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptism  ; — how  would  he  deal  with 
these  teachers  of  religion,  who  lend  their  sanction  to  a brutal  prejudice 
which  defies  every  principle  of  Christianity  ? What  would  the  apostle 
have  said  to  those  who  should  have  urged,  that  an  ' ordination  of  Provi- 
dence’ forbade  the  realizing  of  that  chimerical  unity  of  the  Church  upon 
which  he  insisted  ; that  the  black  and  white  portions  of  the  mystical  body 
of  Christ  are  incapable  of  union  by  a law  of  nature ; that  the  prayer  of  the 
Saviour  is  at  variance  with  the  decrees  of  the  God  of  nature  ; that  He  has 
not  made  of  one  blood  all  races  ; and  that  the  mountains  should  be  moved 
from  their  foundations,  before  they  would  admit  their  sable  fellows,  ‘ for 
whom  Christ  died,’  to  the  privileges  of  brethren  ? Faithful  disciples  of 
Him  who  ' gave  his  life  a ransom  for  all,’  who  has  left  this  prime  com- 
mandment, binding  upon  all — 'As  ye  would  that  men  should  do  unto 
you,  do  ye  also  unto  them  ;’  and,  as  a test  of  obedience,  * By  this  shall  all 
men  know  that  ye  are  my  disciples,  when  ye  love  one  another !” 

I will  barely  subjoin  the  date  of  the  British  Slave’s  Jubilee — a day  to 
be  much  remembered  ; and,  as  sanctioned  by  the  Divine  blessing,  the 
beginning  of  a distinct  aera  of  mercy  and  peace  in  the  History  of  Man. 

Eclectic  Review,  Feb.  1833. 


THE  FIRST  OF  AUGUST, 

1834. 


L E T T E R 


TO  A 

MEMBER  OF  CONGRESS. 


Sir, — The  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  the  parent  coun- 
try is  so  frequent,  and  so  extensive  in  its  character,  as  almost  to  occasion 
a doubt,  whether  it  be  not  superfluous,  to  forward  certain  of  the  following 
details  across  the  Atlantic.  But,  on  the  subjects  under  discussion,  it  is 
far  better  to  be  even  diffuse  than  obscure ; since  it  has  been  found,  on  this 
side  of  the  water,  matter  of  urgent  necessity,  to  enforce  the  cause  of  the 
oppressed  by  long  and  wearisome  repetitions. 

It  has,  indeed,  been  justly  asked,  among  ourselves,  Why  revive,  at  this 
late  hour,  any  portion  of  the  Anti-slavery  question ; and  especially  one 
which  has  been  investigated,  if  not  determined,  by  persons  professing  to 
examine  all  subjects  whatever  on  the  uncompromising  principles  of  the 
Gospel  ? The  answer  to  this  inquiry  is,  that,  supposing  the  general  topic 
of  Slavery  to  have  become  almost  obsolete  in  the  British  Islands,  there  is 
every  reason  still  to  fear,  that,  between  the  advocates  of  Slavery  in  the 
two  countries,  a kind  of  telegraphic  communication  will  be  quickly  and 
regularly  established  ; not  only  by  persons  directly  interested  as  commer- 
cial adventurers,  but  by  certain  partisans  in  the  father -land,  who  would 
be  encouraged  by  American  Theorists,  of  their  own  character,  to  mark 
afresh  the  religious  bearings  of  the  question. 

It  must  not  be  dissembled  that  we  have  those  among  us,  who  would 
eagerly  resume  the  contest;*  subsidized  by  such  allies  as  the  Union  could 


* The  following  extract  from  Lord  Mulgrave’s  reply  to  the  address  of  the  British 
Anti-slavery  Society,  on  his  return  from  the  Government  of  Jamaica,  sufficiently  indi- 
cates his  lordship’s  suspicions  that  the  struggle  will  yet  continue. 

“ One  point,  gentlemen,  I am  most  anxious  to  press  upon  your  attention — that  you 
should  on  no  account  consider  that  your  task  is  over.  It  will  as  yet  require  much 
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as  it  appears,  profusely  supply.  They  have  already  supported  our  own 
colonial  system,  as  though  they  had  been  its  avowed  and  purchased  advo- 
cates. You  may  assure  yourself.  Sir,  that  a similar  course  will  be  perse- 
veringly  pursued  by  a numerous  and  influential  party  in  America.  There 
also  the  bible  will  be  wrested  out  of  the  hand  of  the  slave,  and  given  to 
his  master — I do  not  mean  in  a literal,  but  in  a far  worse  sense ; for  the 
negro  may  be  permitted  to  possess  the  paper  and  print  of  the  common 
charter  of  our  salvation ; while  its  contents  shall  be  made  to  speak  the 
language  of  oppression  and  cruelty. 

Now  it  is  obvious,  that  any  heresy  in  the  Christian  church  is  pernicious 
and  malignant,  exactly  in  proportion  as  it  appears  to  be  grounded  on 
scripture.  This  remark  might  be  easily  exemplifled  by  the  various 
schemes  of  the  Romanist,  the  Socinian,  and  the  Antinomian  ; the  latter, 
for  instance,  blinding  the  eyes  of  its  victims,  and  darkening  even  the 
vision  of  opponents,  by  a seeming  submission  to  the  doctrine  of  justifica- 
tion by  faith, — that  is,  to  a principle  which  expressly  magnifies  the  law, 
and  makes  it  honourable.  This  is  just  what  has  been  done  by  a party  in 
the  parent  country y- — insisting  upon  the  unlimited  compassion  of  the  Re- 


watchfulness to  secure  the  success  of  the  mighty  change.  I speak  to  you  now  as  an 
individual  at  present  entirely  unconnected  with  the  Government.  I address  a most 
important  body,  which  has  already  done  too  much  to  leave  any  thing  undone;  but  I 
cannot  help  advising  you  to  keep  your  eye  still  upon  all  the  parties  whose  co-opcration 
is  required.  I would  not,  on  any  account,  say  one  word  which  might  keep  up  the 
prejudice  against  the  planters;  on  the  contrary,  I feel  bound  most  cordially  to  state 
that  the  general  feeling  of  the  Colony  is  immeasurably  improved,  that  from  a very 
large  portion  of  the  resident  gentlemen  I latterly  received  very  effective  assistance,  but 
as  long  as  the  system  lasts  there  must  be  cruelty,  founded  on  caprice.  I much  regret- 
ted that  the  power  of  arbitrary  punishment  was  not  at  once  taken  away,  for  up  to  the 
last  moment  some  instances  occurred  of  its  unwarrantable  infliction.  I always  heard 
any  complaint  that  was  made  to  me — have  known  that  the  punishment  was  groundless, 
was  excessive,  but  have  been  obliged  to  ask  the  fated  question,  Was  the  legal  number 
of  thirty-nine  stripes  exceeded  ? And,  if  the  answer  was  doubtful,  in  considei’ation  for 
the  Negro  himself,  to  recommend  patience  and  abstinence  from  complaint.  From  the 
inspection  of  the  vast  majority  of  properties  which  I made  last  Christmas,  I should 
decidedly  say,  that  if  the  Negroes  have  fair  play,  little  is  to  be  feared  from  them.  I 
ever  found  that  when  the  circumstances  of  the  change  were  explained  to  them,  that 
they  had  hearts  to  feel,  and  gratitude  and  faculties  to  comprehend,  their  future  pros- 
pects ; much  will  remain  to  be  done  in  the  way  of  assistance  from  home,  to  which,  of 
course,  you  are  directing  your  attention.  I shall  at  all  times  be  happy  to  communi- 
cate, either  individually  or  collectively,  upon  any  point  upon  which  my  local  experi- 
ence may  be  desired  by  the  Society.  In  conclusion,  l must  again  express  my  high 
gratification  at  this  tribute  of  thanks  from  a body,  which,  upon  this  subject,  is  identi- 
fied with  the  almost  individual  sentiments  of  the  country.” 
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deemer,  and  the  danger  of  perverting  the  doctrines  of  grace  to  selfish 
purposes ; but,  in  the  midst  of  all,  excluding  millions  upon  millions  of  the 
human  race  from  an  equality  of  claim  to  the  blessings  of  Christianity. 
It  is  true  that  the  accusation,  thus  implied,  is  resented  by  the  guilty  party, 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  libertine  religionist  points  to  the  Bible,  and 
thence  brings  his  citations  to  defend  a Gospel  without  holiness ; and,  in 
truth,  that  casuist  must  have  little  dexterity,  who  cannot  find  in  either 
Testament  an  army  of  texts  to  march  at  his  bidding.  So  it  is  with  the 
apologist  for  Slavery  in  the  abstract , and  for  the  right  of  man  to  have 
property  in  a fellow  immortal ; and  who  gilds  his  theory  by  pleading  that 
Slavery  ought,  nevertheless,  to  be  carried  on  without  cruelty ; as  other, 
and  equally  consistent,  theorists  might  insist,  that  penal  justice  should  be 
exercised  without  violence  and  bloodshed,  and  sin  be  committed  without 
guilt.  As,  however,  the  immediate  question  is  examined  in  the  sequel,  I 
shall  not  here  anticipate  the  argument ; but  offer,  by  way  of  preliminary, 
to  the  Abolitionists  of  the  United  States,  some  explanatory  remarks  on 
the  hostility,  so  determinately  shewn  by  the  party  described,  to  the 
decision  of  the  Christian  world  at  large  on  the  criminal  character  of 
Slavery. 

When  about  fifty  years  since,  the  Slave  Trade  first  awakened  public 
attention,  there  was  one  portion  of  the  community  which  raised  its  voice, 
with  perfect  unanimity,  against  the  enormity  of  the  traffic  in  the  bone  and 
muscle  of  man  ; and  this  was,  the  then  existing  body  of  religious  persons 
of  all  communions  throughout  the  empire ; or,  as  they  would  now  be 
called,  the  evangelicals  of  the  day.  It  was  in  fact  one  of  the  few,  the 
very  few,  public  questions,  where  the  servants  of  God  could  meet  each 
other  on  ground  common  only  to  themselves ; as  combining  the  affairs 
of  the  present  world,  with  their  spiritual  responsibilities.  I believe  that  I 
may  fearlessly  challenge  an  opponent  to  bring  forward  one  solitary  in- 
stance, in  which  any  professor  of  evangelical  religion,  of  an  earlier  day, 
embarassed  his  associates  by  pro -slavery  arguments,  attempted  to  be 
drained  from  the  scriptures.  Such  a procedure  would  then  have  been 
accounted  a phenomenon ; similar  to  what  might  have  astonished  and 
confounded  certain  philanthropists  of  subsequent  times,  who  established  a 
Society  for  the  Suppression  of  Vice  ; had  their  institution  been  assailed 
by  some  evangelist,  who  had  either  discovered  the  identity  of  virtue  and 
vice ; or,  at  least,  had  aspired  to  prove,  that  the  Abrahamic  and  Mosaic 
dispensations  evidently  favoured  Vice  in  the  abstract ; and  that  the  divine 
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sovereignty  had  displayed  itself  by  such  occasional  peculiarities,  as  al- 
ternately made  good  evil,  and  evil  good,  and  thus  confused  the  eternal 
distinctions  of  truth  and  righteousness. 

But — to  return  to  our  direct  subject — the  Abolitionists  of  the  last  cen- 
tury were  opposed  by  a large  and  powerful  party ; so  large  and  so  pow- 
erful, that  they  triumphantly  succeeded  in  resisting  the  measure  of 
Abolition,  from  its  first  introduction  into  parliament  in  May  1788  to 
February  1807,  a period  of  nineteen  years  ! “ There  is  no  saying” — to 

use  Mr.  Foster’s  words “ what  a civilized  and  Christian  nation  (so 

called)  may  not  tolerate.  Recollect  the  Slave  Trade,  which,  with  the 
magnitude  of  a national  concern,  continued  its  abominations,  while  one 
generation  after  another  of  Englishmen  passed  away ; and  the  united 
illumination,  conscience,  and  power  of  the  country,  maintained  as  faithful 
a peace  with  it  as  if  the  divine  anger  had  been  apprehended  against  what- 
ever should  threaten  to  interfere  with  it.”*  We  are  reminded  also  of 
Paley’s  remark  on  the  efforts  of  the  Reformers: — “ When  the  doctrine  of 
Transubstantiation  had  taken  possession  of  the  Christian  world,  it  was 
not  without  the  industry  of  learned  men  that  it  came  at  length  to  be  dis- 
covered, that  no  such  doctrine  was  contained  in  the  New  Testament. 
What  they  did  for  mankind  was  this  : — they  exonerated  Christianity  of  a 
weight  which  sunk  it.”§ 

Apply,  Sir,  these  remarks  to  the  point  before  us ; and  then  consider, 
that  at  the  close  of  the  seven  and  twenty  years  which  have  since  elapsed, 
the  world  itself,  as  well  as  those  whom  it  had  vilified  as  enthusiasts  in 
religion,  and  daring  innovators  in  politics,  have  been  brought  to  confess, 
that  the  extinction  of  the  Slave  Trade  was  a safe  and  honourable  mea- 
sure ; and  that  none  of  the  injury  it  was  certain  to  produce  has  really 
been  effected.  Liverpool  actually  rivals,  if  it  does  not  exceed,  London  in 
its  commercial  prosperity.  Even  the  memorial  of  the  Liverpool  Socinian 
has  perished  with  him  ! It  is  scarcely  recollected,  except  by  a few  of  the 
friends  and  coevals  of  the  present  Bishop  (Burgess)  of  Salisbury,  that 
his  lordship’s  early  energies  were  directed  against  one — the  only  one,  even 
among  the  opponents  of  the  evangelical  system — who  endeavoured  to 
support  the  colonial  cause  by  scriptural  authority. 

But  recently,  when  the  obsequies  of  Slavery  were  attended  by  persons 


Essay  on  Popular  Ignorance,  3rd.  edit.  p.  88. 
§ Dedication  of  Moral  Philosophy. 


who,  as  feeling  their  own  loss,  naturally  uttered  lamentations  over  its 
grave-,  there  were  certain  bystanders,  of  another  class,  who  appeared  to 
sympathize  with  them.  In  plain  terms,  parties  loudly  professing  them- 
selves to  be  religious — these  were  the  mourners  who,  when  the  Abolition 
bill  had  actually  received  the  Royal  assent,  continued  to  pollute  the  public, 
and  the  Christian,  mind  with  pleas  for  Slavery ; gathered,  as  they  osten- 
tatiously alleged,  from  the  pure  word  of  God  ! To  a certain  extent  these 
advocates  succeeded  ; and  I will  endeavour.  Sir,  to  explain  the  causes  of 
their  success ; with  a distinct  apprehension,  that  similar  measures  will  be 
adopted  in  the  United  States,  in  the  great  struggle  now  commenced. 

In  the  first  place,  possession  having  been  obtained  of  a portion  of  what 
is  called  in  England  the  fourth  estate  of  the  realm,  namely,  the  periodical 
press,! — the  frequent  repetition  of  the  evangelical  pro-slavery  doctrine 
almost  mechanically  produced  its  intended  effect ; on  the  principle  des- 
cribed by  the  practical  sagacity  of  Edmund  Burke,  when  he  said,” — Let 
a man  tell  you  his  story  twice  a day  for  a whole  year,  and  he  will  be 
your  master.”  This  will  be  very  intelligible  to  any  one  observant  of  the 
movements  of  his  own  mind,  and  of  the  general  mechanism  of  our  intel- 
lectual nature.  I am  almost  tempted  to  add  the  schoolboy’s  proverb, 
gutta  cavat  lapidem  ; for  a continual  dropping  will  drill  a hole  even  in 
a rock  of  granite. 


J Blackwood’s  Magazine  and  the  Quarterly  Review  were  for  many  years  the  prin- 
cipal armouries  of  the  Colonies;  and  are  even  now  wide  open  to  the  pro-slavery  party. 
These  publications  usually  confined  their  statements  to  questions  of  human  policy. 
But  the  chief  engine  of  the  evangelicals  was  the  Record  newspaper;  an  account  of 
whose  character  and  proceedings  may  be  found  in  the  Christian  Observer  for  Decem- 
ber 1833;  pp.  710 — 725.  The  Record,  in  fact,  is  the  only  religious  journal,  which 
aspired  to  the  guilt  of  defending  Slavery  by  quotations  from  the  Bible  , and  its  perti- 
nacity in  this  course  was  perhaps  the  most  awful  example,  in  recent  times,  of  the  de- 
termination of  the  human  mind  to  make  the  Almighty  appear  to  be  responsible  for 
the  crimes  of  his  sinful  creatures. — In  the  Quarterly  Review  (No.  100.  p.  412.)  and 
published  so  lately  as  in  January  1834,  occur  the  following  remarks: — “ The  advan- 
tages which  legalized  slavery  has  certainly  confered  upon  mankind the  singular 

and  (so  to  speak)  premature  benevolence  of  the  Mosaic  institutes  in  the  mitigation  of 
its  sufferings,  &c.  &c.” — The  premature  benevolence  of  the  Mosaic  institutes! — Is  not 
this  a direct  attack  upon  the  divine  author  of  the  Theocracy,  conveyed  in  the  equivo- 
cal but  intelligible  style  of  Gibbon  ? And  might  not  another  complainant  allege  the 
singular  and  premature  strictness  of  the  decalogue,  and  the  unadvised  purity  of  the 
sermon  on  the  mount?  Some  of  our  journalists,  evangelical  and  anti -evangelical, 
contrive  to  near  each  other,  when  steering  towards  the  one  favourite  object!  “ Let 
him  that  readeth  understand.” 
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2.  Advantage  was  taken,  by  some  of  our  political  religionists,  of  the 
agitation  of  the  times ; and  especially  of  a circumstance  so  readily  avail- 
able to  their  purposes,  as  the  passing  of  the  abolition  bill  by  our  Reform 
ministry.  This  fact,  which  could  not  possibly  affect  the  abstract  question, 
was  found  to  be  nevertheless  exceedingly  propitious  to  their  cause ; as 
seeming  to  identify  the  Anti-slavery  party  with  one,  which  was  accused 
of  an  intention  to  make  havoc  of  our  established  institutions.  It  was 
known  that  many  religious  persons  were  jealous  of  the  general  measures 
of  the  cabinet ; and  therefore  prepared  to  reject  even  what  was  avowedly 
good,  if  offered  them  by  suspicious  hands.  This  second  point  is  indeed 
of  transient  importance,  and  properly  only  of  British  character.  But  it 
is  now  mentioned  for  two  reasons ; the  one  is,  to  exhibit  the  conduct  of 
such  partisans  as  suffered  themselves,  in  the  discussion  of  a religious 
subject,  to  throw  political  dust  into  the  eyes  of  the  multitude ; and 
secondly,  to  put  your  own  compatriots  on  their  guard  against  similar  arts 
of  delusion 

3.  Discord  was  more  thickly  sown  among  brethren,  by  pitting  con- 
scientious churchmen  and  dissenters  against  each  other,  and  on  a princi- 
ple which  the  latter,  as  a body  more  strenuously  defended  than  the 
former ; and  there  was  a very  intelligible  policy  in  the  endeavour  to  per- 
suade a churchman,  that  he  might  incur  an  ill  name,  if  he  united  with 
nonconformity  in  any  thing ; even  in  distributing  bibles  and  in  liberating 
Slaves.  This  also  is  properly  a British  argument.  But  American 
analogies  may  soon  be  developed.  Whatever  may,  generally,  be  the 
harmony  among  your  various  communities,  let  no  one  promise  that 
Episcopacy  and  Presbyterianism  shall  never  become  watch-words  of 
strife ; in  the  day  when  the  cause  of  Negro-liberty  shall  be  once  warmly 
contested. 

4.  But  these  several  causes  of  success  evaporate  into  insignificance, 
when  compared  with  the  efforts  to  awe  and  mystify  well  disposed  persons, 
with  arguments  professedly  drawn  from  the  scriptures.  It  is  an  internal 
evidence  of  the  truth  of  those  scriptures,  and  it  is  also  an  instructive  proof 
of  their  influence  upon  religious  minds,  when  we  observe  the  solemnizing 
and  reverential  effect  produced  in  such  minds,  by  whatever  wears  only 
the  dubious  and  uncertain  aspect  of  a scriptural  appeal  to  the  conscience. 
If  good  men  listen  to  the  acknowledged  doctrines  of  the  bible  as  to  an 
infallible  oracle,  they  will  also  pause,  when  the  inspired  book  is  cited  in 
support  of  a novel  or  anomalous  position ; and  even  when  the  opinion  may 
all  but  contradict  their  settled  creed.  This  circumstance  encourages  any 


7 


inventor  of  a new  scheme  to  expect  proselytes  ; and  he  will  he  certain  of 
success,  on  the  ground  already  explained,  if  he  contrives  to  confine  him- 
self within  tolerably  decorous  limits.  Nay — there  are  at  all  times  parties 
in  the  religious  community,  predisposed  to  extravagance ; and  there  are 
adventurers  who  confidently  calculate  upon  their  adhesion  to  any  form 
of  absurdity.  But,  on  the  present  occasion,  I would  confine  the  influence 
of  this  fourth  cause  to  individuals,  religious  but  ill-informed  ; students  of 
the  bible,  but  fettered  by  some  human  system  of  interpretation ; and, 
altogether,  so  unconscious  of  the  length,  and  breadth,  and  heigh th,  and 
depth  of  the  Gospel,  as  to  be  easily  taken  by  surprise,  when  speculators 
with  looks  of  decision  and  positive  language  intrude  a specious  novelty. 
In  fact,  let  any  man  possessed  of  average  dexterity,  and  whose  character 
has  obtained  a plausible  currency  among  religionists,  deliver  his  opinions 
with  the  manner,  air,  and  enunciation  of  self-confidence,  and  take  care  to 
round  and  balance  his  periods  with  citations  from  Isaiah  and  St.  Paul ; 

and  he  will  be  sure  to  gain  first  listeners,  and  then  converts not 

among  those  whose  spiritual  “ senses  are  exercised  to  discern  good  and 
evil,”  but  among  the  secondary  and  third-rate  classes  of  the  Christian 
world  ; acquainted,  it  may  be,  with  the  general  principles  of  the  Gospel, 
but  still  open  to  the  artifices  of  imposture.  This  view  of  our  abject  and 
feeble  nature  can  only  account  for  the  unfaithfulness  to  their  own  princi- 
ples, manifested  by  evangelical  pro-slavers— — by  men  who  can  declaim, 
on  missionary  platforms,  about  what  they  term  (and  oh  how  justly  !)  the 
freeness,  fulness,  and  boundless  beneficence  of  the  Gospel ; its  ability  to 
relieve  every  form  of  lwiman  misery  ; the  guilt  of  an  unbelieving  world  in 
opposing  its  progress ; the  lukewarmness  of4.be  faithful  themselves  in  con- 
tributing to  its  success  ; but — as  already  intimated — amidst  their  pro- 
fusion of  eloquence  in  illustration  and  support  of  the  good  tidings  of 
great  joy  to  all  people,  and  in  their  fervid  descriptions  of  the  universality 
of  the  approaching  blessing,  do  yet  reserve  one  division  of  mankind,  as 
mysteriously  excluded  from  the  light  advancing  upon  all  others;  and 
practically  declaring,  that  Jew  and  Gentile,  bond  and  free,  are  not  one 
in  Christ  Jesus. 

Enough,  Sir,  has  now  been  said,  I trust,  to  explain  the  success  attend- 
ant upon  the  dark  and  inglorious  enterprize  of  our  opponents.  The  per- 
sons immediately  implicated,  if  true  to  the  opinions  which  have  clouded 
their  mental  sight,  will,  I am  fully  conscious,  resent  what  has  been  said, 
as  an  attack  upon  something  more  sacred  than  human  reputation.  Their 
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return  to  a better  mind  will  not  be  effected  by  a pamphlet.  No — we  must 
direct  our  anxious  eyes  to  higher  sources  of  conviction.  If  God  allow 
even  some  of  his  most  devoted  servants  occasionally  to  waver  and  slide, 

and  to  entangle  themselves  in  their  own  inherent  foolishness himself, 

and  only  himself,  can  restore  and  establish  them  ; and,  from  the  bitter 
remembrance  of  their  guilty  wanderings,  instruct  them  to  walk  in  future 
with  greater  circumspection,  and  with  a more  vivid  consciousness  of  their 
own  native  depravity.  At  the  same  time,  not  to  attempt  their  restoration, 
although  by  a hand  powerless  as  the  one  tracing  these  lines,  would  be  to 
distrust  the  grace  of  God  ; which  often  makes  itself  most  efficient  by  the 
meanest  instruments.  Apart  from  such  a consideration,  I should  despair 
of  the  least  success  ; for  it  has  been  long  remarked  by  sagacious  and  ex- 
perienced Christians,  that  no  course  of  error  is  so  hopeless,  and  so  incur- 
able by  human  argument  and  persuasion,  as  what  is  pursued  under  the 
impulses  of  a misguided  conscience,  or  the  perversion  of  the  sacred 
volume.  The  reason  is  obvious — you  are  converting  the  healing  science 
into  an  exasperation  of  disease  already  existing,  and  hastening  to  a crisis. 

I will,  however,  for  the  present  at  least,  retire  from  what  may  possibly 
be  called  personal  controversy ; and  offer.  Sir,  to  your  examination  such 
suggestions,  on  the  subject  of  Slavery,  in  connection  with  its  Christian 
apologists,  as  may  a little  assist  yourself  and  your  associates  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  rising  contest. 

As  the  value  of  every  argument  depends  upon  the  definition  of  its 
terms,  it  is  necessaiy  to  state,  at  the  outset  of  the  subsequent  inquiry,  that 
by  Slavery  is  meant — “ Compulsory  service  of  any  kind,  in  perpetuity, 
for  another’s  benefit;  and  not  as  a lawful  punishment  for  the  individual’s 
own  crimes.”  The  question  is,  whether  this  state  be  justified  by  Scrip- 
ture. That  the  argument  has  its  difficulties  is  fully  acknowledged.  And 
indeed  I believe,  that  no  one  can  be  a judge  of  its  intricacy,  unless,  like 
the  friend  who  has  furnished  the  present  writer  with  his  materials,  he  has 
studied  the  whole  of  both  Testaments,  and  collated  all  the  texts,  in  either  ; 
bearing  directly  or  remotely,  upon  an  inquiry  so  extensive.  The  general 
result  of  such  investigation  has  been  found  to  be,  that  the  Mosaic  law  was 
designed  for  the  mitigation  and  gradual  extinction  of  even  the  mild  bond- 
service  tolerated  by  the  Jewish  polity. 

The  following  regulations  are  in  themselves  destructive  of  all  Slavery. 
I.  The  law  of  Retaliation.*  "If  a man  cause  a blemish  in  his  neigli- 


A captive  maid  was  allowed  a month  to  reconcile  and  tranquillize  herself;  and, 
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bour;  as  he  hath  clone,  so  shall  it  be  done  to  him  again.  Ye  shall  have 
one  manner  of  law,  as  well  for  the  stranger,  as  for  one  of  your  own  coun- 
try.” Levit.  xxiv.  19,  20,  22.  On  this  first  point  I will  only  ask — 
and  especially  of  those  who  defend  slavery  on  the  scriptural  ground  sup- 
plied by  the  Mosaic  law — how  long  would  American  or  British  slavery 
have  lasted,  if  only  this  regulation  had  been  transferred  to  the  modern 
system;  if  there  had  been  “ burning  for  burning,  wound  for  wound, 
stripe  for  stripe  ?” 

II.  No  Hebrew  might  be  a bond-servant,!  nor  be  employed  in  any 
menial  or  servile  work ; and  even  if  hired,  or  bought,  must  be  released 
with  gifts  in  the  seventh  year.  “ If  thou  buy  a Hebrew  servant,  six  years 
he  shall  serve:  and  in  the  seventh  lie  shall  go  out  free  for  nothing.” — 
“And  when  thou  sendest  him  out  free  from  thee,  thou  shalt  not  let  him  go 
away  empty  : thou  shalt  furnish  him  liberally  out  of  thy  flock,  and  out 
of  thy  floor,  and  out  of  thy  wine  press.”  Exodus,  xx.  2.  Deut.  xv. 
13,  14.  Does  this  regulation  require  a comment,  and  an  illustration 
of  its  benignity  P 


if  asked  in  marriage,  was  to  cut  off  her  hair,  pare  her  coloured  nails,  and  change  her 
native  dress,  in  token  of  her  consent.  Deut.  xxi.  10 — 14.  All  servants  were  to  feast 
at  the  three  yearly  festivals,  to  share  in  the  rest  of  the  sabbath  and  of  the  sabbatical 
year;  to  partake  of  the  tithes  in  the  third  year,  and  in  the  gleanings  of  corn  and  fruit, 
&c.  Deut.  xlii.  12.  They  were  also  required  and  allowed  to  present  sacrifices  and 
offerings — a proof  that  they  had  wages,  and  property. — To  this  note  maybe  append- 
ed these  texts  : — “ if  a man  smite  the  eye  of  his  servant,  or  the  eye  of  his  maid,  that 
it  perish,  he  shall  let  him  go  free  for  his  eye’s  sake.  And  if  he  smite  out  his  man-ser- 
vant’s tooth,  or  his  maid-servant’s  tooth;  he  shall  let  him  go  free  for  his  tooth’s  sake.” 
Exodus  xxi.  26,  27.  “ The  stranger  that  dwelleth  with  you  shall  be  unto  you  as  one 

born  among  you,  and  thou  shalt  love  him  as  thyself.”  Levit.  xix.  34.  “ One  law 

shall  be  to  him  that  is  home-born,  and  unto  the  stranger  that  sojourneth  among  you.” 
Exodus  xii.  49.  “ If  a stranger  shall  sojourn  among  you,  and  will  keep  the  passover 

unto  the  Lord : according  to  the  ordinance  of  the  passover,  and  according  to  the  man- 
ner thereof,  so  shall  he  do : ye  shall  have  one  ordinance,  both  for  the  stranger  and  for 
him  that  was  born  in  the  land.”  Numb.  ix.  14.  “ One  ordinance  shall  be  both  for 

you  of  the  congregation,  and  also  for  the  stranger  that  sojourneth  with  you,  an  ordi- 
nance for  ever  in  your  generations  : as  ye  are,  so  shall  the  stranger  be  before  the  Lord. 
One  law  and  one  manner  shall  be  for  you,  and  for  the  stranger  that  sojourneth  with 
you.  Ye  shall  have  one  law  for  him  that  sinneth  through  ignorance,  both  for  him 
that  is  born  among  the  children  of  Israel,  and  for  the  stranger  that  sojourneth  among 
you.”  Numb.  xv.  15,  16,  19. 

! Bond-servants — that  is,  bound  till  the  Jubilee  to  do  servile  and  menial  work; 
which  formed  a distinction  between  them  and  the  hired  or  bought  Hebrew  servants. 
Egyptian  bondage  is  directly  and  repeatedly  referred  to  by  God  himself,  as  explana- 
tory of  the  term  and  condition. 
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III.  We  then  come  to  the  Jubilee.  “ Ye  shall  hallow  the  fiftieth 
year,  and  proclaim  liberty  throughout  all  the  land,  unto  all  the  inhabit- 
ants thereof:  it  shall  be  a jubilee  unto  you.”  Levit.  xxiv.  10.  Now 
at  this  period  of  universal  freedom  all  debts  were  to  be  cancelled,  and  all 
slaves  or  captives  released.  Even  those  who  had  voluntarily  relinquished 
their  freedom  at  the  end  of  their  six  years’  service,  and  whose  ears  had 
been  bored  in  token  of  their  perpetual  servitude,  were  to  be  liberated. 
This  then  was,  in  its  own  nature,  a death-blow  to  compulsory  bond- 
service  ; it  effected  an  universal  equality.  And  it  is  very  observable, 
that  the  Jews  were  expressly  sent  into  captivity,  the  fourth  time  for 
seventy  years,  on  account  of  their  neglect  of  the  sabbatical  year  and  the 
jubilee.  2 Chron.  xxxvi.  21.  “Therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord,  ye  have 
not  hearkened  unto  me  in  proclaiming  liberty,  every  one  to  his  brother, 
and  every  man  to  his  neighbour/’ — the  term  brother  referring  to  a 
Hebrew  and  the  sabbatical  year,  and  the  word  neighbour  to  the  jubilee — 
“ behold  1 proclaim  a liberty  for  you,  saith  the  Lord,  to  the  sword,  to  the 
pestilence,  and  to  the  famine ; and  I will  make  you  to  be  removed  into 
all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth.”  Jer.  xxxiv.  17.  The  whole  chapter 
proves  the  fact  before  asserted.  It  may  here  be  remarked,  that  as  the 
value  and  purchase-money  of  estates  diminished  in  proportion  to  the 
near  approach  of  the  jubilee,  what  must  have  been  the  feelings  and  the 
high  confidence  of  a bond-man  who  could  foretaste,  with  certainty,  the 
entire  and  perfect  manumissions  of  the  fiftieth  year  ? Imagine  a captive, 
even  if  severely  treated  and  panting  for  liberty,  reckoning  on  what  must 
frequently  have  been  a very  short  interval  between  the  hour  of  his  capture 
and  his  temporal  day  of  salvation  ! Imagine  a parallel  case,  had  all  our 
British  slaves  been  released  in  1809 — the  Jubilee  of  our  .revered  sovereign 
George  the  Third  ; when  there  was  exhibited  among  his  subjects  at  home, 
an  unanimity  of  affectionate  gratitude  for  the  blessings  enjoyed  under  his 
sceptre  ; when  all  rejoiced,  except  those  to  whom,  as  Milton  writes  of  the 
fallen  angels, — “hope  never  comes,  that  comes  to  all ! ” 

IV.  The  Jews  were  commanded  to  circumcise  all  their  household 
servants  ; and  this  law  was  primarily  given  to  Abraham.  “ He  that  is 
born  in  the  house  or  bought  with  money  of  any  stranger,  which  is  not  of 
thy  seed ; he  that  is  born  in  thy  house,  and  he  that  is  bought  with  thy 
money,  must  needs  be  circumcised.”  Gen.  xviii.  12,  13.  See  also  v. 
23 — 27.  The  law  also  required  every  bond-servant,  purchased  or  honie- 
born,  to  unite  in  the  three  grand  yearly  festivals ; and  no  one  was  per- 
mitted to  do  this,  unless  subjected  to  the  initiatory  rites.  Be  it  also  re- 


II 


collected,  that  circumcision  was  an  absolute  rejection  of  idolatry.  Was 
not  consent  necessary  to  this  ? Could  bond-service,  therefore,  under  suck 
circumstances  be  compulsory  ? Did  it  not  necessarily  imply  a contract  ? 
and  could  the  term  obd  signify  slave  ?*  Could  even  the  children  of 
bondmen  be  retained  if  when  of  age,  namely  at  twelve  years,  they  refused 
to  unite  in  the  annual  feasts  ? “ Three  times  in  the  year  all  thy  males 

shall  appear  before  the  Lord.”  Exodus  xxvii.  17.  Deut.  xvi.  16.  But 
no  ^circumcised  person  could  thus  approach  him.  No  idolater  was 
allowed  to  remain  in  the  land.  If  a heathen  refused  to  dwell  with  the 
Hebrews,  and  would  not  renounce  idolatry,  I only  ask,  by  what  means 
he  could  be  compelled  to  continue  in  the  holy  land  ? Was  circumcision 

compulsory that  is,  a mechanical  introduction  into  the  church  of 

God  ; like  the  forced  and  formal  baptisms  of  the  Romanists  in  modern 
times  ? If  a servant  who  escaped  from  his  master  might  not  he  delivered 
up,  how  could  any  man  be  compelled  to  be  a bond-servant;  except 
indeed  for  crime  or  debt,  and  this  only  for  a time — like  exiled  convicts 
and  insolvent  debtors,  at  the  present  day  P How  could  he  even  he  com- 
pelled to  be  a sojourner  ? 

V.  It  is  also  to  be  especially  marked,  that  every  repetition  of  the  law 


* Labour  or  service,  whether  voluntary  or  forced,  seems  to  be  the  fundamental  mean- 
ing of  the  word  obd. 

This  word  obd  first  occurs  in  relation  to  Adam  in  Gen.  ii.  15,  where  it  plainly 
signifies  voluntary  labour , to  cultivate,  or,  as  our  translation  has  it,  to  dress  the  ground. 

The  subsequent  meanings  of  both  the  Hebrew  obd  and  the  Greek  doulos,  seem  to  be 
variously  serve,  labour,  work; — serve  as  a hired  or  as  a bond-servant;  or  even  at 
last  as  a slave — serve  in  a religious  sense;  make, — do; — a hired  or  a bond-servant; — a 
servant  of  God  and  of  Christ,” 

The  last,  that  is,  a servant  of  God,  seems  to  be  its  prevailing  sense,  in  the  epistles  of 
the  New  Testament. 

The  procession  of  the  meaning,  therefore,  appears  to  have  been  the  following : 

1.  Tilling  the  ground  freely,  and  enjoying  its  fruits. 

2.  Serving  willingly  for  hire  or  wages. 

3.  As  human  wickedness  increased,  and  the  strong  and  skilful  began  to  impose  on 
the  ignorant  and  weak,  serving  without  hire,  or  by  force,  as  a bond-servant;  or  even 
at  last,  as  wickedness  increased,  as  a slave. 

4.  As  the  spirit  of  Christ  brought  back  the  spirit  of  love  and  duty,  giving  willing 
service,  and  the  sacred  labours  of  holy  love. 

Thus,  in  the  time  of  our  Lord,  the  meaning  was  various,  and  needs  to  be  collected 
from  the  places,  where  the  w ord  is  found. 

Hebrews,  iii.  5.  Willing  service  (Moses). 

Matt,  xviii.  20.  Bond-service. 

Gal.  v.  13,  The  service  of  holy  love, 
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tended,  by  gradual  advances,  towards  the  entire  extinction  of  all  but 
voluntary  servitude.*  After  the  return  from  the  captivity  every  proselyted 
stranger  or  sojourner  was  allowed  to  dwell  in  J udea ; with  any  tribe 
which  he  might  select,  and  share  in  the  land.  It  became  his  own 
property  and  inheritance,  because  the  sabbatical  year  and  Jubilee  were 
no  longer  observed.  In  modern  language,  the  slave  became  a free- 
holder! “ Ye  shall  divide  it  “ (the  land)”  by  lot  for  an  inheritance 

unto  you,  and  to  the  strangers  that  sojourn  among  you,  which  shall 
beget  children  among  you  ; and  they  shall  be  unto  you  as  born  in  the 
country  among  the  children  of  Israel ; they  shall  have  inheritance  with 

you  among  the  tribes  of  Israel  in  what  tribe  the  stranger  sojourneth 

there  shall  ye  give  him  his  inheritance,  saith  the  Lord  God.”  Ezek. 
xlvii.  22,  23. | Where  was  now  the  bond-servant?  Was  not  this 
regulation,  in  the  strictest  sense,  a decidedly  preventive  measure — that 
the  sacred  territory,  once  so  exclusively  appropriated  to  the  Jews,  and 
fenced  around  with  such  jealous  care  as  the  garden  of  the  Lord,  should  be 
thrown  open  to  any  proselyted  stranger  or  sojourner  ? I will  take  my 
stand,  my  vantage  ground,  upon  this  single  point ; and  challenge  any 
objector  to  shew  what  became  of  the  freehold  bondmen.  Let  it  be  again 
noticed,  that  after  this  fourth  captivity  no  jubilee  was  observed ; and  not 
even  the  sabbatical  year  of  release.  And  in  this  place  may  be  emphati- 
cally added,  that,  in  consequence  of  this  breach  of  the  merciful  law  of 
the  jubilee,  they — the  Jews — werq  scattered  and  themselves  enslaved. 
A small  remnant,  of  about  42,000  of  their  children,  returned,  who  were 
called  children  of  the  Province,  that  is,  of  Persia ; J udea  being  then  a 


* In  the  year  B.  C.  706,  Isaiah  wrote  (lviii.  6.)  “ Is  not  this  the  fast  that  I have 

chosen,  to  loose  the  bands  of  wickedness,  to  undo  the  heavy  burdens,  and  to  let  the 
oppressed  go  free,  and  that  ye  break  every  yoke.”  Great  blessings  were  promised  in 
case  of  obedience;  and  (9,)  there  is  repeated,  “If  thou  take  away  from  the  midst  of 
them  the  yoke,  &c.”  The  most  glorious  promises  of  rewards,  and  those  of  the  very 
highest  nature,  both  temporal  and  spiritual,  are  made;  and  with  all  the  emphasis  pe- 
culiar to  what  may  be  called  the  paternal  character  of  the  God  of  Israel;  when  he 
speaks  favourably  to  his  own  people.  Now  the  above  must  relate,  not  to  Hebrew  ser- 
vants who  could  not  be  oppressed,  neither  were  put  to  menial  labour,  but  to  bondmen. 
The  word  yoke  always  implies  bondage. 

+ This  passage,  and  especially  as  succeeded  by  the  division  of  the  holy  land,  above 
notified  by  Ezekiel, — does  it  not  bring  us  to  the  absolute  termination  of  every  form 
of  bondage?  In  what  mode  could  it  exist,  after  such  express  arrangements?  Could 
it  be  lawful,  after  this  period,  to  possess  a slave  ? Let  it  here  be  distinctly  remembered, 
that  this  is  the  last  edition  of  the  law,  delivered  by  a prophet. 
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province  of  Persia.  Of  their  guilty  parents  a few  only  survived  the  70 
years.  They  went  out  as  slaves;  and  as  slaves  they  died.  Mark  only 
the  confession  of  the  Levites, — “ Behold  we  are  servants  this  day,  and  for 
the  land  that  thou  gavest  unto  our  fathers  to  eat  the  fruit  thereof  and  the 
good  thereof,  behold  we  are  servants  in  it ; and  it  yieldeth  much  increase 
unto  the  kings  whom  thou  hast  set  over  us  because  of  our  sins  : also  they 
have  dominion  over  our  bodies,  and  over  our  cattle,  at  their  pleasure,  and 
we  are  in  great  distress.”  Neh.  ix.  36,  37.  Observe  also  how  Zechariah 
(vii.  9 — 14.)  explains  the  cause  of  the  captivity.  “Thus  speaketh  the 
Lord  of  hosts,  saying,  execute  true  judgment,  and  shew  mercy  and  com- 
passions every  man  to  his  brother : and  oppress  not  the  widow ; nor  the 
fatherless,  the  stranger,  nor  the  poor  ; and  let  none  of  you  imagine  evil 
against  his  brother  in  your  heart.  But  they  refused  to  hearken,  and 
pulled  away  the  shoulder,  and  stopped  their  ears,  that  they  should  not 
hear.  Yea,  they  made  their  hearts,  as  an  adamant  stone,  lest  they 
should  hear  the  law,  and  the  words  which  the  Lord  of  hosts  hath  sent  in 
his  spirit  by  the  former  prophets  : therefore  came  a great  wrath  from  the 
Lord  of  hosts.  Therefore  it  came  to  pass,  that  as  he  cried,  and  they 
would  not  hear  ; so  they  cried,  and  I would  not  hear,  saith  the  Lord  of 
hosts  ; but  I scattered  them  with  a whirlwind  among  all  the  nations  whom 
they  knew  not.  Thus  the  land  was  desolate  after  them,  that  no  man 
passed  through  nor  returned  : for  they  laid  the  pleasant  land  desolate.” 
VI.  There  are,  as  affording  a kind  of  cumulative  argument,  incidental 
notices  of  the  mildness  of  Hebrew  servitude,  even  when  it  existed  in  its 
most  severe  form.  Look  at  the  story  of  the  Gibeonites  (Joshua  ix.);  as  a 
proof  of  the  advantage6us  condition  of  the  stranger  among  the  chosen 
people.  By  craft  they  obtained  a league,  offering  their  personal  services 
on  any  terms ; and  gladly  accepting  what  was  called  by  Joshua  a cursed 
condemnation  to  public  bond-service,  and  this  for  ever.  Imagine,  Sir, 
if  possible,  a parallel  case  in  a tribe  of  people  bargaining  with  an  American 
or  British  slave-holder  ! Abrahamic  servitude  (which  has  been  so  notori- 
ously abused  to  anti-scriptural  purposes,)  is  itself  an  illustration  of  this  ar- 
gument. The  first  allusion  in  the  Bible  to  servants  is  this  : — “And  he 
“(Pharaoh)”  entreated  Abram  well  for  her  sake:  and  he  “ (Abram)” 
had  sheep,  and  oxen,  and  he-asses,  and  men-servants,  and  maid-servants 
(Gen.  xii.  16.)  ;” — all  which  were  gifts  from  Pharaoh.  Abimilech,  w'ho 
wTas  a Canaanitish  King,  “ took  sheep,  and  oxen,  and  men-servants,  and 
women-servants,  and  gave  them  unto  Abraham.”  xx.  14.  “Abram  ... 
armed  his  trained  servants,  born  in  his  house,  three  hundred  and 
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eighteen.”  xiv.  14.  Abram  says,  “ Lord  God,  what  wilt  thou  give  me, 
seeing  I go  childless,  and  the  steward  of  my  house  is  this  Eliezer  of 

Damascus  ? one  born  in  my  house  is  my  heir.”  xv.  2,  3.  Nowr  it 

is  said,  “ He  that  is  born  in  the  house,  or  bought  with  money  of  any 
stranger,  which  is  not  of  thy  seed,  he  that  is  born  in  thy  house,  and  he 
that  is  bought  with  thy  money,  must  needs  be  circumcised,” — that  is, 
fully  admitted  to  the  spiritual,  and  to  many  of  the  civil,  privileges  of  the 

covenant,  xvii.  12,  13.  Abraham’s  “ eldest  servant ruled  overall 

that  he  had.”  xxiv.  2.  In  the  same  chapter  occurs  the  account  of  which 
Bp.  Horsley  writes,  “Abraham’s  confidential  slave,  sent  to  choose  a wife 
for  his  master’s  eldest  son,  found  the  lady  designed  by  providence  to  be 
joined  in  marriage  to  so  great  a man  as  Isaac,  in  the  laborious  office  of 
drawing  water  for  her  father’s  cattle;  and  the  slave  of  Abraham,  that 
came  upon  this  happy  errand,  was  received  by  the  parents  of  the  bride 
with  all  the  respect  and  hospitality  with  which  they  could  have  received 
his  master.”*  These  examples  prove  that  the  Patriarch’s  servants  were 
in  his  very  highest  confidence,  entrusted  with  arms,  elevated  to  the  prin- 
cipal offices,  and  even  treated  and  portioned  like  children.  Was  this 
Slavery  ? Where  is  to  be  found,  in  all  Abraham’s  history,  even  pre- 
sumptive evidence  that  he  acquired  or  assumed  an  absolute  property  in 
the  persons,  or  over  the  liberty  and  possessions  of  his  servants  ? Can  any 
inference  be  thence  drawn,  except  that  then,  as  in  all  times  and  all  coun- 
tries, from  the  necessary  inequality  of  conditions,  a large  portion  of  man- 
kind were  obliged — as  they  are  now — to  give  their  personal  services  to 
the  powerful  and  wealthy,  as  an  equivalent,  agreed  upon  by  both  parties, 
for  protection  and  provision  for  themselves  and  families  ? Laban  offered 
Jacob  wages,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  country,  and  indeed  made  a 
contract.  Nay,  Pharach’s  daughter  did  the  same  to  the  nurse  of  Moses, 
selected  from  the  enslaved  and  oppressed  Israelites.  This  may  remind 

us  of  what  the  prophet  said  (Jer.  xxii.  13),  “ Woe  unto  him  that 

useth  his  neighbour’s  service  without  wages,  and  giveth  him  not  for  his 
work.”  It  is  not  probable  that  the  Canaanites  were  in  any  way  subject 
to  their  neighbours  ; though  they  had  warred,  and  captured  Lot  and  his 
family  and  property,  which  Abram  re-captured,  and  returned  to  dwell 
among  the  Philistines  in  peace ; while,  at  the  same  time,  their  wickedness 
was  so  ripe  that,  for  example,  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  were  destroyed. 
Abimelech  and  Melchizedec  were  righteous  kings ; the  latter,  priest  of 
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the  Most  High  God.  Abraham  also  bought  of  the  Philistines  a sepul- 
chre, and  wells  and  lands.* * * §  This  allusion  to  Abraham’s  residence  in 
Canaan,  and  purchase  of  a sepulchre  from  the  Canaanites,  may  properly 
introduce  some  remarks  on  what  has  been  a favourite  aiyl  cherished 
argument  among  certain  evangelical  pro -slavers  in  the  parent  country ; 
namely,  that  some  portion  of  mankind  may  claim  an  absolute  property, 
a fee-simple  in  the  persons  of  others.  Our  own  jurists  and  masters  of 
morals,  such  as  Blackstone,j-  Johnson, | and  Paley,§  have  decided  in  the 
negative.  The  word  of  God  alone  could  create  the  property  in  question. 
Now,  where  is  it  written?  Is  it  declared  in  the  punishment  of  Plam  ? 
This  punishment  was,  that  one  of  his  sons  (Canaan),  and  that  son’s  pos- 
terity, as  following  the  example  of  their  father’s  general  depravity,  when 
the  measure  of  their  iniquity  was  full,  should  bring  on  themselves  des- 
truction— namely,  the  extirpation  of  seven  nations  of  their  race,  and  the 
forfeiture  of  their  land  and  property.  The  following  passages  include  a 
summary  of  what  is  revealed  of  its  fulfilment.  Gen.  ix.  25 — 27  : “ And 
he  said.  Cursed  be  Canaan  ; a servant  of  servants  shall  he  he  unto  his 
brethren.  And  he  said.  Blessed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Shem  ; and  Canaan 
shall  be  his  servant.  God  shall  enlarge  Japheth,  and  he  shall  dwell  in 
the  tents  of  Shem  ; and  Canaan  shall  be  his  servant.”  Gen.  x.  6 : 
“ And  the  sons  of  Ham  ; Cush,  and  Mizraim,  and  Phut,  and  Canaan.” 
Here  four  sons  of  Ham  are  named.  It  appears,  then,  that  the  curse  of 
extermination  fell  on  one  branch  only  of  Ham’s  family,  and  of  seven  na- 
tions of  Canaan’s  posterity.  A few  others  of  the  Canaanites,  (for  in- 
stance, the  Philistines,)  in  common  with  some  of  the  surrounding  nations 


* The  Philistines  were  called  Canaanites  only  as  inhabitants,  and  not  as  descend- 
ants, of  Canaan.  They  were  originally  Egyptians;  but  emigrated  and  expelled  the 
Avites.  Isaac  also  dwelt  among  them,  and,  at  the  king’s  request,  made  with  them  a 
covenant  of  perpetual  peace.  They  did,  however,  afterwards  desire  him  to  retire  from 
their  territory. 

f Commentaries,  b.  i.  ch.  1,  “ On  the  absolute  Rights  of  Individuals;”  and  ch.  14, 
“ On  Master  and  Servant.” 

X “Argument  in  Favour  of  a Negro  claiming  his  Liberty,”  1777.  Dr.  Johnson 
closes  his  remarks  thus: — “ The  sum  of  the  argument  is  this:  No  man  is  by  nature 
the  property  of  another.  The  defendant  is  therefore  by  nature  free.  The  rights  of 
nature  must  be  some  way  forfeited,  before  they  can  be  justly  caken  away.  That  the 
defendant  has  by  any  act  forfeited  the  rights  of  nature,  we  require  to  be  proved;  and 
if  no  proof  of  such  forfeiture  can  be  given,  we  doubt  not  but  the  justice  of  the  court 
will  declare  him  free.” 

§ Moral  Philosophy,  b.  ii.  ch.  10. 
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such  as  the  Edomites  and  Ammonites,  which  were  the  descendants  of 
Abraham  though  still  the  enemies  of  the  Israelites — were  to  be  captured 
in  war,  in  case  they  refused  submission  to  those  Israelites ; that  is,  made 
, captive  as  bondmen.  The  prophecy,  however,  did  not  authorize  any  one 
to  inflict  the  punishment  at  his  pleasure  : he  might  not  take  the  pre- 
diction into  his  own  hands  by  compelling  the  servitude. 

Again,  as  a proof  that  such  a prediction  as  the  one  concerning  Canaan 
did  not  include  a pel-mission  to  compel  another’s  servitude  without  a crime, 
a similar  prophecy  is  recorded  in  Gen.  xxvii.  37,  where  Isaac  said  to  Esau, 
“I  have  made”  Jacob  “ thy  lord  ; and  all  his  brethren  have  I given  to  him 
for  servants.”  But  he  says  (ver.  40)  also,  and  which  was  foretold  more 
than  seven  hundred  years  before  its  accomplishment,  “ When  thou  shall 
have  the  dominion,  thou  shalt  break  his  yoke  from  off  thy  neck.”  But 
wdiat  was  this  yoke P There  is  no  intimation  that  Jacob  exacted  personal 
service  of  his  brother  or  his  posterity.  In  the  journey  of  the  Israelites, 
Esau’s  descendant,  the  king  of  Edom,  refused  their  request  of  a passage 
through  his  country  ; but  they  were  not  allowed  to  resent  this,  and  to  fight 
against  the  Edomites,  as  they  might  against  the  hostile  Canaanites  in 
the  immediate  neighbourhood.  Num.  xx.  21:  “ Edom  refused  to  give 
Israel  passage  through  his  border : wherefore  Israel  turned  away  from 
him.  When  Joab,  David's  captain,  smote  and  destroyed  all  the  males  of 
Edom,  the  rest  of  the  nation  wrere  captured  and  subjected  as  servants. 
Then  Jacob  ruled  over  Esau,  and  broke  his  yoke  from  off  his  neck.  In 
2 Chron.  ii.  17,  18,  it  is  said  that  Solomon  had  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  servants  (strangers  in  Israel)  in  the  building  of  the  Temple, 
who  bare  burdens  and  executed  other  servile  work,  superintended  by  three 
thousand  six  hundred  officers  ; and  then  they  became  servants  of  servants. 
(See  1 Kings  v.  13 — 16  and  ix.  20 — 22.) In  the  history  of  Joseph  there  is 
a similar  prophecy,  but  no  hint  of  perpetual  bondage.  But  it  is  said,  that, 
in  addition  to  foretold  bondage,  Ham  and  Canaan  were  individually  cur- 
sed and  enslaved.  No  proof  of  this  is  apparent;  neither  is  there  any  re- 
cord of  their  posterity  having  suffered  punishment  for  more  than  four 
hundred  years  after.  The  Israelites,  wrhen  in  possession  of  the  promised 
land,  were  forbidden  to  make  peace  with  the  seven  nations;  but  w^ere 
commanded  to  smite  and  destroy  them.  ( Deut.  vii.  1,  et  seq.)  They 
were  to  take  their  land  as  an  inheritance ; to  leave  nothing  alive  that 
breathed,  least  they  should  learn  to  do  all  their  abominations  ; signifying 
that  these  people  were  slain  for  their  own  incorrigible  wickedness — the 
land  casting  them  out  with  loathing — and  not  for  the  sin  of  their  ancestors; 
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according  to  what  is  said  in  Ezekiel  (xviii.  20),  “ The  son  shall  not  bear 
the  iniquity  of  the  father,  neither  shall  the  father  bear  the  iniquity  of  the 
son;”  and  in  2 Kings  xiv.  6.,  “The  fathers  shall  not  he  put  to  death 
for  the  children,  nor  the  children  be  put  to  death  for  their  fathers ; hut 
every  man  shall  be  put  to  death  for  his  own  sin.”  The  Amorites  were 
not  then  to  be  destroyed,  because  their  iniquity  was  not  full  (Gen.  xv. 
16).  Of  other  nations  far  oif,  whose  land  was  not  given  for  an  inherit- 
ance, the  lives  of  such  as  made  peace  with  them  were  to  be  spared,  on 
condition  of  their  becoming  tributaries  and  servants  (Dent.  xx.  10 — 18). 
Farther,  in  Deut.  xxiii.  7,  8,  it  is  said,  “ Thou  shalt  not  abhor  an 
Edomite,  for  he  is  thy  brother:  thou  shalt  not  abhor  an  Egyptian, 
because  thou  wast  a stranger  in  his  land.  The  children  that  are  begotten 
of  them  shall  enter  into  the  congregation  of  the  Lord  in  their  third 
generation.”  Now  the  latter  were  the  descendants  of  Ham,  not  of 
Canaan ; but,  as  attested  both  by  sacred  and  profane  history,  of  Cush 
and  Mizraim,  and  who  peopled  Africa  long  before  the  Phoenicians 
planted  colonies  on  the  coast  of  Barbary. 

From  the  above  premises  it  may  be  inferred,  that,  as  a peculiar  dispen- 
sation to  the  Israelites,  they  were  commanded,  not  to  enslave,  but  to 
exterminate , the  seven  accursed  nations  of  the  Canaanites,  as  condemned 
criminals.  In  Exodus  xxiii.  33,  it  is  commanded,  “They  shall  not 
dwell  in  thy  land.”  No  covenant  was  to  be  ever  made  with  them.  The 
Israelites  were  enjoined  to  possess  their  country  ; and  having  repeatedly 
disobeyed  this  injunction,  and  made  a number  of  captives,  they  wrere 
forewarned  that  they  would  prove  as  thorns  in  their  sides ; and  they 
themselves  were,  in  fact,  conquered  and  enslaved  by  the  Canaanites 
(Judges  ii.  14J.  They  were  to  buy  servants  of  other  heathen  tribes. 
In  case  of  war  with  distant  nations,  of  such  as  refused  submission,  the 
males  were  to  be  destroyed ; but  if  terms  of  peace  were  accepted,  they 
were  to  be  captured  as  for  servants ; and  their  children,  by  a special 
grant,  were  to  be  taken  as  a possession  for  ever — namely,  till  the  year  of 
Jubilee,  when  liberty  was  to  be  proclaimed  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
land,  without  exception.  In  fact,  as  before  observed,  the  Jubilee  was 
practically  the  death-blow  to  perpetual  servitude.  Thus,  though  they 
were  to  remain  as  an  inheritance  to  the  Jewish  nation,  all  were  freed  from 
their  respective  masters,  even  if  born  in  the  house,  in  the  fiftieth  year. 
Those  who  were  spared  in  these  wars  were  favoured  by  having  their  lives 
preserved,  and  being  subjected  to  a service  of  justice  and  mercy — and, 
let  it  be  especially  marked,  that  the  warfare  of  that  age  was  waged  with- 
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Out  quarter ; or,  prisoners  treated  with  extreme  ferocity — the  same  law  of 
love  characterizing  the  Mosaic  as  the  Christian  code.  The  children  of 
these  nations  were  thus  redeemed  from  the  barbarisms  and  cruelty  of  the 
heathen  world ; and  in  many  instances  from  becoming,  as  it  is  emphati- 
cally said,  a sacrifice  to  devils.  The  distinction  appears  to  have  been 
inconsiderable  between  a heathen  bondman  and  a Hebrew  hired  servant. 
Nay,  the  advantage  is  greatly  in  favour  of  the  bondmen,  in  their  various 
privileges.  Bondmen  also  were,  in  the  third  generation,  entitled  to  a 
share  in  the  inheritance.  In  the  days  of  the  Gospel,  St.  Paul  says, 
“The  heir,  as  long  as  he  is  a child,  differeth  nothing  from  a servant, 
though  he  he  lord  of  all”  (Gal.  iv.  1).  It  is  also  to  be  observed,  that, 
though  the  law  enjoined  the  restoration  of  all  strayed  cattle  or  other  lost 
goods  which  might  be  found,  it  was  enacted  that  any  servant  who 
escaped  from  his  master  should  not  be  delivered  up,  but  might  choose  his 
own  habitation,  and  dwell  where  he  pleased  (Deut.  xxiii.  15,  16. 
Lev.  xix.  34.) — “ Ye  shall  have  one  manner  of  law,  as  well  for  the 
stranger  as  for  one  of  your  own  country”  (Lev.  xxiv.  22).  Also  “He 
that  smiteth  a man  that  he  die,  shall  be  put  to  death” — one  exception 
only  being  allowed  ; and  that  was,  if  the  injured  man  continued  a day  or 
two,  the  violence  was  not  considered  the  cause  of  his  death,  otherwise 
than  as  man-slaughter. 

But,  allowing  that  the  servitude  of  the  Jewish  law  were  all  which  our 
opponents  assert — that  it  might  even  be  identified  with  the  modern 
system  of  colonial  and  American  slavery ; and  this  is  a concession  quite 
enough  to  satisfy  objectors — yet  we  are  told  that  many  evil  practices — 
such  as  concubinage,  bigamy,  polygamy,  arbitrary  divorce,  ordeal  for 
jealousy,  the  killing  of  witches,  and  stoning  of  rebellious  children,  the 
absolute  power  or  despotism  of  kings,  masters,  husbands,  and  fathers,  all 
of  which  were  sins  against  the  universal  law  of  love — were  for  a time 
connived  at,  because  of  the  hardness  of  their  hearts  (Matt.  xix.  8). 
“The  times  of  this  ignorance  God  winked  at”  (Acts  xvii.  30). 

To  this  place  may  be  referred  the  plea,  that.  Divine  regulations  having 
been  given  to  servitude,  therefore  slavery  is  divinely  sanctioned.  But, 
when  the  Israelites  insisted  upon  having  a king,  and,  as  themselves 
confessed,  added  this  sin  to  their  other  offences  ; and  though  God  warned 
them  that  he  would  be  a tyrant  and  oppressor ; yet  he  reserved  to  himself 
the  nomination,  and  sent  Samuel  to  anoint  him,  and  gave  laws  for  his 
conduct — all  the  while  disapproving  of  what  was  essentially  rebellion 
against  himself.  To  this  Hosea  referred,  when  he  said  (xiii.  11.)  “I 
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gave  thee  a king  in  mine  anger,  and  took  him  away  in  my  wrath 
and  this  repetition  of  the  divine  displeasure  was  given  about  four  centu- 
ries after  the  offence  was  committed. 

To  the  circumstances  of  Onesimus * reference  shall  now  be  made,  as 
combining  the  first  and  second  dispensations.  His  case  was  adjudged  by 
St.  Paul,  a.  d.  61  or  64.  The  Jewish  polity  remained  in  force  to  the 
destruction  of  the  temple,  in  70  or  74.  By  the  law  of  Moses  no  Hebrew 
could  be  made  a bondman  ; and,  when  bought  or  hired,  was  entitled  to 
his  freedom  in  six  years.  No  servant,  even  if  he  were  a bondman,  and 
had  escaped  from  his  master,  might  be  delivered  up  to  him  ; but  if  a 
thief  or  in  debt,  Was  to  be  sold  for  a term  sufficient  for  repayment  or 
remuneration  ; and  was  then  permitted  to  choose  his  own  place  of  abode. 
St.  Paul  however  engaged  to  redeem,  that  is,  to  manumit  Onesimus  ; 
by  discharging  what  was  due  in  either  case.  He  then  returned  him  to 
Philemon,  with  a letter  enclosing  a promissory  note  for  this  purpose ; 
and  recommending  him  as  a penitent,  and  Christian  convert,  to  the 
forgiveness  and  favour  of  his  late  master.!  The  apostle  added  an 
intimation,  that  though  he  might  have  detained  him  for  his  own  service 
while  in  bonds,  he  considered  it  best  to  require  his  freedom  as  a boon 
towards  himself ; that  Philemon  might  have  an  opportunity  of  manifest- 
ing a just  and  generous  temper  ; as  an  example  to  the  Colossian  church, 
of  which  he  was  a distinguished  member.  St.  Paul  expressed  a firm 
confidence  that  he  would  do  more  than  was  required,  and  gladly  accept 
him  " not  now  as  a servant,  yet  as  a brother,  yea  even  as  himself.” 
Onesimus  consequently  accompanied  Tychicus  to  deliver  the  epistle  to 
the  Colossians.  It  is  obvious  to  inquire,  if  a bondman  were  the 
“ absolute  property”  of  his  master,  or,  if  this  slave  had  not  in  the  eye  of 
the  law  obtained  his  release,  how  St.  Paul  could,  as  he  affirms,  have 
retained  him  to  minister  to  himself ; or,  in  urging  his  freedom,  "enjoined 
obedience”  on  Philemon.  On  the  other  hand,  if  his  master  were  a 
Roman,  or  a Phrygian,  and  a Christian , he  was  still  bound  by  the 
Jewish  code,  so  often  adduced  by  Christ  and  his  apostles,  to  search  the 
scriptures.  “ The  scribes  and  pharisees  sit  in  Moses’  seat ; whatsoever 
they  command,  that  observe  and  do.”  Excepting  the  ceremonial  andjudi- 


* The  Epistle  of  St.  Paul  to  Philemon  was  addressed,  not  merely  to  an  individual, 
but  generally  to  the  church. 

X ‘‘  If  he  have  wronged  thee,  put  that  to  my  account” — proved  that  his  absconding 
was  not  a wrong. 
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cial  portion  of  the  Mosaic  law,  which  was  “ waxed  old,  decayed,  and  van- 
ishing away,”  and,  where  not  superseded  by  the  recent  institutions  of 
Christianity,  it  remained  a rule  of  life. 

But  even  were  it  otherwise,  the  law  of  love,  which  was  equally  the 
letter  and  the  spirit  of  both  Testaments,  enforced  wrhat  was  “just  and 
equal,”  namely,  an  equality  of  rights  ; allowing  no  one,  without  a crime 
or  debt,  to  be  condemned  to  unrequited,  compulsory,  servitude.  This  is 
recognized  by  St.  James,  v.  4.  It  is  always  to  be  remembered  that 
Christ  and  his  apostles  systematically  abstained  from  all  interference 
with  the  civil  affairs  both  of  the  Jewrs  and  Romans ; knowing  that  their 
enemies  were  ever  on  the  watch  to  “ lay  hold  of  their  words,”  to  accuse 
them  to  Caesar  of  sedition  and  treason.  Many  passages,  in  proof  of  this 
position  may  be  cited  ; for  example,  those  concerning  the  tribute  money, 
the  law  of  the  Sabbath,  divorce,  the  woman  who  had  seven  husbands,  the 
woman  of  Samaria  (to  whom  Christ  said,  " He  whom  thou  now  hast  is 
not  thy  husband” — without  reproof  or  farther  remark),  Herod’s  marriage 
with  his  brothers  wife,  the  imprisonment  and  murder  of  John  the 
Baptist,  &c.  &c.  In  brief,  Christ  said,  “ Who  made  me  a judge  and 
divider?”  St.  Peter  said,  “Submit  to  every  ordinance  of  man.”  It 
shall  only  be  added,  that  whereas  commentators  appear  to  have  generally 
taken  a questionable  view  of  this  epistle,  the  more  patient  inquirer 
will  be  struck  by  the  fact,  that  its  subject  hears  visible  features  of  a 
regular,  legal  case  and  decision. 

Having  now  closed  the  statements  more  directly  drawn  from  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  ancient  Jewish  Church,  and  under  the  theocracy,  I 
would  solicit.  Sir,  the  attention  of  the  American  abolitionists,  to  the 
lawgiver  of  the  Christian  Church — to  the  spirit  of  his  Gospel,  and  to  the 
written  regulations  found  in  the  New  Testament. 

But  before  I offer  any  remarks  of  my  own  on  this  division  of  the  sub- 
ject, allow  me  to  advance  to  the  point,  under  the  ample  shield  of  Bishop 
Horsley;  who,  five  and  thirty  years  since,  addressed  our  upper  House  of 
Parliament  as  follows : — “ My  lords,  I do  certainly  admit,  that  there  is 
no  prohibition  of  slavery  in  the  Bible,  in  explicit  terms,  such  as  these 
would  be ; ‘ Thou  shalt  not  have  a slave,’  or,  ‘ Thou  slialt  not  hold  any 
one  in  slavery there  is  no  explicit  reprobation  of  slavery  by  name.  My 
lords,  if  I were  to  say  that  there  wras  no  occasion  for  any  such  prohibition 
or  reprobation,  because  slavery  is  condemned  by  something  anterior 
either  to  the  Christian  or  Mosaic  dispensation,  I could  support  the 
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assertion  by  grave  authorities — not  by  the  authorities  of  the  new-fashioned 
advocates  of  the  rights  of  men — not  such  authorities  as  Vattel  or  Tom 
Paine.  My  lords,  what  is  the  definition  of  slavery  in  the  imperial 
Institutes?  f Servitus  est  constitutio  juris  gentium,  qua  quis  dominio 
alieno  contra  naluram  subjicitur.’  And  they  are  called  slaves,  servi ; 
because  commanders  were  accustomed  to  sell  prisoners  of  war ; and  to 
save,  servare , those  who  otherwise  would  have  been  slain.  And  what  is 
the  comment  of  Vinnius  upon  these  paragraphs  ? That  among  Christ- 
ians this  institution  of  the  law  of  nations  is  not  in  use,  become  the  * law 
of  charity  lias  taught  Christians,  that  captives  are  not  to  become  the 
slaves  of  the  captors ; that  they  ought  not  to  be  sold,  ought  not  to  be 
compelled  to  hard  labour,  nor  submit  to  many  other  things  in  the  servile 
condition.’  The  Christian  religion  gives  out  general  principles,  which  will 
work  an  amendment  by  degrees;  and  trusts  for  the' eradication  of  moral 
evil  to  the  slow  and  silent  operation  of  those  general  principles.  But, 
my  lords,  if  you  will  conclude  that  whatever  is  not  expressly  prohibited 
and  reprobated  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  is  sanctioned  by  them,  the  infer- 
ence will  be  extravagant  and  dangerous.  Because  the  Christian  religion 
positively  enjoins,  as  it  does  enjoin  most  positively,  the  submission  of  the 
individual  to  the  existing  government,  be  it  what  it  may,  or  in  what  hands 
it  may ; would  your  lordships  infer,  that  the  Christian  religion  gives  its 
sanction  to  the  injustice  and  oppressions  of  Nero  and  Caligula  ? Yet,  my 
lords,  to  all  this  the  argument  goes,  if  from  the  no-condemnation  of  any 
thing  in  holy  writ,  we  are  to  conclude  the  approbation  of  it;  and,  by 
consequence,  the  innocence  of  the  practice.” — “Beware,  my  lords,  how 
you  are  persuaded  to  bring  under  the  approbrious  name  of  fanaticism  the 
regard  which  you  owe  to  the  great  duties  of  justice  and  mercy ; for  the 
neglect  of  which,  if  you  should  neglect  them,  you  will  be  answerable  at 
that  tribunal  Avhere  no  prevarication  of  witnesses  can  misinform  the 
judge — where  no  subtilty  of  an  advocate,  miscalling  the  names  of  things, 
‘putting  evil  for  good,  and  good  for  evil,’  can  mislead  his  judgment.”* 
— In  the  debate  of  the  24th  of  June,  1806,  the  bishop  trod  over  the  same 
ground ; arguing  also  the  essential  difference  between  the  servitude  of  the 
Jewish  Theocracy,  and  the  slavery  of  the  British  colonies ; and  adding, 
“ But  have  we  any  prohibition  of  the  Slave  Trade  in  the  New  Testament  ? 
None,  my  lords;  absolutely  none;  and  for  the  same  reason,  the  crime, 
in  its  modern  shape,  was  unknown  in  the  times  of  the  promulgation  of 


* House  of  Lords,  July,  1799. 
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the  Gospel.”  Bishop  Horsley,  I am  aware,  was  referring  more  immedi- 
ately to  the  trade  in  slaves , but  I am  anxious  to  be  instructed,  how  many 
degrees  of  guilt — are  interposed  between  such  as  kidnap,  or  purchase 
Negroes,  and  such  as  compel  these  Negroes,  when  in  their  possession,  to 
work  their  estates,  whether  under  the  lash,  or  even  by  the  stimulus  of 
milder  penalties  ? Yet  could  it  be  conceded,  that  the  Abrahamic  and 
Mosaic  dispensations  were  favourable  to  Slavery  in  the  abstract,  as  indeed 
they  severally  appeared  to  connive  at  certain  practices,  which  are  now 
universally  owned  to  he  condemned  by  Christianity — yet  Infidelity  itself 
would  confess,  that  the  morality  of  Jesus  Christ  is  founded  on  pure  equity 
and  philanthropy;  and,  strange  as  it  seems,  such  unbelievers  as  Rousseau 
are  in  advance  of  those  evangelicals,  who  have  discovered  that  there  is 
something  in  the  Gospel  which  either  justifies  or  palliates  Slavery — “ the 
very  Slavery”  of  the  modern  world. 

I doubt  not.  Sir,  that  numbers  of  this  class  of  Christians — moralists  in- 
ferior to  Rousseau — ^are  already  approaching  the  great  question  which  is  to 
be  agitated  in  the  United  States.  They  will  be  faithful  copyists  of  all  that 
has  been  said  and  done  in  the  parent  country  ; and  there  will  be  held  a con- 
fidential correspondence  between  American  and  British  debasers  of  the 
faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints , and  delivered  in  all  its  native  purity  and 
splendour.  Now  there  are  texts  in  the  scripture  which,  from  familiar  or 
vulgar  use,  have  become,  in  a certain  sense,  feeble  and  worn  out — that  is, 
to  minds  either  dissatisfied  or  weary,  with  regard  to  the  simple, fundamental, 
and  unalterable  truths  of  the  Gospel ; and  minds  such  as  these  do  thence, 
as  a natural  consequence,  separate  duty  from  privilege,  and  forget  that 
Jesus  Christ  is  not  only  the  redeemer,  but  the  ruler,  of  his  servants. 
One  of  these  degraded  texts  is  this — “All  things  whatsoever  ye  would 
that  men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them ; for  this  is  the  law 
and  the  prophets.”  The  passage  is  so  very  familiar,  that  the  reader  may 
be  tempted  to  repeat  it  with  such  rapidity  and  carelessness,  as  indicates 
how  unnecessary  it  is  deliberately  to  enunciate  what  the  hearer  has  already 
heard  to  the  very  point  of  indifference,  and  indeed  satiety.  And  yet  we 
may  enter  the  deepest  and  darkest  prison-house  of  American  or  West- 
Indian  Slavery  with  this  solitary  passage ; and  this  alone  shall  break 
every  bond,  and  let  the  oppressed  go  free. 

It  has,  indeed,  been  urged  that  Christianity  was  designed  to  abolish 
Slavery,  and  other  crimes,  by  what  is  termed  “ slow  and  silent  opera- 
tion but  it  is  undeniable,  that,  after  the  delivery  of  the  sermon  on  the 


See  the  preceding  citation  from  Bishop  Horsley. 
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Mount,  every  professed  follower  of  Christ  was  bound,  on  the  instant,  to 
yield  immediate  obedience  by  applying  what  even  the  world  itself  has 
selected  as  the  Golden  Rule , to  the  whole  of  public  and  domestic  life. 
Then,  with  regard  to  this  admired  and  insulated  summary  of  evangelical 
morality,  I am  fully  conscious  of  the  imposing  and  confounding  effect  of 
w hat  are  called  single-text  doctrines — as,  for  example,  “ on  this  rock  will 

I build  my  church,”  and,  “this  is  my  body,” in  converting  the  food 

of  mens  souls  into  poison  ; but  I also  know,  with  all  the  certainty  derived 
from  the  plainest  teaching  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  the  above  cited  words 
of  Jesus  Christ  are  the  condensed  rule,  by  which  he  requires  his  followers 
to  treat  all  mankind,  without  the  merest  shadow  of  exception.  Nay — his 
rvery  closing  assertion,  “for  this  is  the  law  and  the  prophets,”  authenti- 
cates the  whole  of  our  preceding  argument ; founded  as  it  was  on  the 
principle,  that  all  the  previous  dispensations  of  God  to  his  people  were 
designed  to  annihilate  even  the  gentle  and  domestic  bond-service  of  the 
Hebrews.  Moses  emphatically  said,  “ Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as 
thyself.”  Lev.  xix.  18. 

If,  indeed,  we  must  so  far  concede  to  the  evangelical  pro-slaver  as  to 
own,  that  under  the  Mosaic  law  there  was  a visible  shadow  of  modem 
slavery,  I beg  to  offer  him  the  following  parallel  columns  ;*  that  he  may 
“ look  upon  this  picture  and  on  this  f” 

HEBREW  BOND  SERVICE.  WEST  INDIAN  AND  AMER- 
ICAN SLAVERY. 


1.  One  law  to  both  master  and 
bond-man. 

2.  To  treat  bond -men  kindly. 

3.  Sabbath-day  a day  of  rest. 

4.  Liberality  in  harvest.  Lev  it. 
xix.  9 — 10.  Not  to  gather  the 
gleanings  or  the  last  grapes,  but 
to  leave  them  for  the  poor  and 
stranger. 


1.  No  law  for  the  slave,  all  law 
against  him. 

2.  All  such  laws  a mere  pretence. 

3.  Must  work  or  starve. 

4.  The  most  bitter  oppression  in 
harvest.  In  the  Leeward  Islands 
there  is  always  a poor  allowance, 
but  in  sugar  harvest  the  law  allows 
masters  to  diminish  this  poor  allow- 
ance one-fifth,  lest  the  slaves  by 
sucking  the  canes  should  enjoy  too 
much. 


* Furnished  by  an  eminent  British  abolitionist — well  known,  and  honoured,  in 
America. 
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5.  Equitable  judgment. 

6.  Religious  instruction  careful- 
ly attended  to. 

7.  Fearful  penalties  for  oppres- 
sion. 

8.  If  maimed  or  seriously  injur- 
ed, always  freed. 


9.  Death  to  the  man -seller,  and 
to  the  keeper  in  bondage  of  stolen 
men. 


10.  No  distinction  from  colour 
of  skin. 

11.  To  share  feasts  with  bond- 
men. 

12.  Escaped  bond-men  must  not 
be  delivered  up. 

13.  Bond-service  limited. 

14.  Bond-service  cheered  by 
hope. 

15.  Marriage  encouraged  and 
secure. 


5.  Iniquitous  judgment. 

6.  Religious  instruction  impeded 
or  prevented. 

7.  Frivolous  penalties  and  easily 
evasible. 

8.  Such  emancipations  scarcely 
ever  heard  of,  except  where  the 
slave  had  been  "rendered  useless  to 
his  master,  and  would  have  proved 
a burthen. 

9.  No  penalty,  but  every  encour- 
agement to  selling  and  keeping  sto- 
len men  in  bondage,  and  making 
their  unoffending  and  wretched 
children  slaves,  as  soon  as  they  are 
born. 

10.  A black  colour  the  deepest 
ignominy,  and  every  black  man 
presumed  to  be  a slave. 

1 1.  Such  sharing  utterly  spurn- 
ed by  the  whites. 

12.  Must  be  delivered  up,  under 
the  heaviest  penalties. 

13.  Slavery  unlimited. 

14.  Slavery  hopeless. 

15.  Discouraged  and  totally  in- 
secure. 


16.  No  sudden  and  arbitrary 
flogging. 

17.  Women  treated  with  con- 
sideration. 


16.  Such  floggings  cruel,  un- 
curbed, and  habitual. 

17.  Subject  to  destroying  labour, 
and  liable  to  the  most  indecent  and 
cruel  floggings. 


Will  Christian  defenders  of  Slavery  in  the  abstract  allow  me  here  to 
cite,  “The  law  was  given  by  Moses,  but  grace  and  truth  came  by  Jesus 
Christ !” 

I pass  on  to  the  fact,  that  the  Gospel  gives,  not  merely  the  general 

rule,  as  expressed  in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  but as  if  our  great 

legislator  foresaw  the  perversions  of  his  own  equitable  and  righteous 
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* 

doctrine,  by  those  who  call  him  Lord,  Lord,  but  do  not  the  things  which 
he  says — furnishes  a specific  regulation  for  the  conduct  of  masters  to 
their  servants,  “ Masters,  give  unto  your  servants  that  which  is  just  and 
equal:”  (Col.  iv.  1).,  and  this,  let  it  be  observed,  was  an  equality  of 
rights.  To  this  should  be  added,  that  St.  Paul  commands  servants 
(Eph.  vi.  5 — 9).,  to  “ be  obedient in  singleness  of  your  heart,  as  un- 
to Christ” “ as  servants  of  Christ,  doing  the  will  of  God  from  the 

heart” “ with  good  will as  to  the  Lord,  and  not  unto  men 

“ knowing  that  whatsoever  good  thing  any  man  doeth  the  same  shall  he 

receive  of  the  Lord,  whether  he  be  bond  or  free.” Then  the  apostle, 

addressing  Masters , enjoins  that  they  “ do  the  same  thing  unto  them 

knowing  that  your  master  is  in  heaven  ; neither  is  there  respect  of  per- 
sons with  him.”  The  direct  and  undeniable  inference  is,  that,  on  the 
part  of  the  masters,  there  should  be  a liberality  and  kindness  correspon- 
dent to  the  obedience  of  their  servants.  See  also  Col.  iii.  4. The 

Hope  of  Israel  came,  in  all  senses,  “ to  preach  deliverance  to  the  cap- 
tives  to  set  at  liberty  them  that  are  bruised ;”  and,  according  to 

Dr.  Hales,  the  year  of  the  Jubilee  occurred  during  the  public  min- 
istry of  Christ.  St.  James  also  says,  “ Behold  the  hire  of  the  labourers 
who  have  reaped  down  your  fields,  which  is  of  you  kept  back  by  fraud, 
crieth  ; and  the  cries  of  them  which  have  reaped  are  entered  into  the  ears 
of  the  Lord  of  Sabaoth.”  (v.  4).  I place.  Sir,  on  the  one  side,  the  direct 
injunction  of  St.  Paul,  and,  on  the  other,  the  inferential  injunction  of  St. 

James  ; and  would  solemnly  ask  the  evangelical  professors  of  religion 

for  I do  not  ask  others whether  they  deliberately  intend  to  support 

Slavery  on  the  plea,  that  beneath  such  phrases  as  peace  on  earth,  good 
will  towards  men , justice , mercy,  pity,  gentleness,  kindness,  equality , 
there  is  an  under  meaning,  which  the  Virginian  or  Jamaican  planter  may 
use  to  his  own  purposes,  and  say, — This  I have  learned  from  the  disci- 
ples of  Christ ; from  the  patrons  of  those  missionaries,  whose  temples  we 
have  burnt  with  fire,  whose  persons  we  have  imprisoned,  and  whose  doc- 
trine we  detest  and  persecute  !” 

If  you  smile.  Sir,  with  surprise  and  incredulity  at  this  inquiry,  I can 
only  add  that  such  in  essence  has  already  taken  place ; and  I might  refer 
to  the  earliest  periods  of  the  contest  on  the  Slave  Trade ; when,  as  one 
instance,  Bryan  Edwards  himself  defended  our  colonial  system,  by  refer- 
ing  to  what  he  argued  to  be  a regular  ordination  of  providence.  He 
calmly  writes, — “ That  the  Slavery  of  some  part  of  the  human  species,  in 
a very  abject  degree,  has  existed  in  all  ages  of  the  world,  among  the  most 
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civilized,  as  well  as  the  most  barbarous  nations,  no  man  who  has  consulted 
the  records  of  history  disputes.  Perhaps,  like  pain,  poverty,  sickness, 
and  sorrow,  and  all  the  various  other  calamities  of  our  condition,  it  may 
have  been  originally  interwoven  into  the  constitution  of  the  world  for  pur- 
poses inscrutable  to  man.”*  What  a vivid  illustration  is  this  of  the  prac- 
tical infidelity  of  the  world  ! But  let  us  only  meet  such  a casuist  on  his 
own  principle — let  us  whisper  simply  the  hint,  that  all  the  other  calam- 
ities of  our  condition  are  borne  by  us,  oyily  when  they  are  inevitable  ; that 
all  the  resources  of  art  and  science,  and  human  wisdom,  are  in  perpetual 
demand  to  mitigate  and  abolish  pain,  poverty,  sickness  and  sorrow;  and 
that  while  these  calamities  cannot  possibly  be  exterminated,  but  necessarily 
issue  in  death  at  last,  yet  that  Slavery  is  a curable  distemper,  and  not 
interwoven  into  the  world’s  constitution. 

I should  not  have  thus  ascended  the  troubled  stream  of  controversy,  ex- 
cept that  I would  adduce  one  example  of  the  unnatural  union  between  the 
friends  of  the  world,  and  the  assumed  friends  of  God.  In  all  the  records 
of  the  church  of  Christ,  can  we  discover  another  instance  of  this  unhal- 
lowed combination  ! Let  me  again  refer  to  the  great  prelate  already  quo- 
ted ; to  teach  the  readers  of  the  apostolic  epistles  what  St.  Paul  would  have 
urged  upon  such  citizens  of  the  Union  as,  at  this  late  hour  in  the  annals 
of  human  misery  and  guilt,  buy  and  sell,  and  lacerate,  the  bodies  of  im- 
mortal creatures.  “ Positively  I affirm,  that  the  New  Testament  contains 
an  express  reprobation  in  terms,  an  express  reprobation  of  the  slave  trade 
by  name,  as  sinful  in  a very  high  degree.  The  Apostle,  St.  Paul  (L 
Tim.  i.  9, 10.),  having  spoken  of  persons  that  were  lawless  and  disobedient, 
ungodly  and  sinners,  unholy  and  profane,  proceeds  to  specify  and  distin- 
guish the  several  characters  and  descriptions  of  men  to  whom  he  applies 
those  very  general  epithets ; and  they  are  these,  f murderers  of  fathers, 
murderers  of  mothers,  man-slayers,  they  that  defile  themselves  with  man- 
kind, men-stealers.’  Man-stealing  is  placed  by  the  Apostle  in  the  scale 
of  crime  next  after  * parricide  and  homicide.  Your  lordships  cannot 
doubt,  that  this  text  condemns  and  prohibits  the  slave  trade,  in  one  at  least 
of  its  most  productive  modes.  But,  my  lords,  I go  farther : I maintain 
that  this  text,  rightly  interpreted,  condemns  and  prohibits  tbe  slave  trade 
generally,  in  all  its  modes  ; it  ranks  the  slave  trade  in  the  descending  scale 
of  crime,  next  after  parricide  and  homicide.  The  original  word  which 
the  English  Bible  gives,  men-stealers,  is  arbpanodio-Tijs.  Our  transla- 
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tors  have  taken  the  word  in  the  restricted  sense  which  it  bears  in  the  At- 
tic Law ; in  which  the  8iktj  avdpcmodicr^ov  was  a criminal  prosecution  for 
the  specific  crime  of  kidnapping,  the  penalty  of  which  was  death.  But 
m your  lordships  know,  that  the  phraseology  of  the  Holy  Scripture,  especi- 
ally in  the  preceptive  part,  is  a popular  phraseology ; and  my  noble  and 
learned  friend  opposite  to  me  (Lord  Thurlow)  very  well  knows,  that  avbpa- 
Trodio-Trjs,  in  its  popular  sense,  is  a person  who  f deals  in  men,’  literally  a 
slave-dealer.  That  is  the  English  word,  literally  and  exactly  correspond- 
ing to  the  Greek.  That  noble  and  learned  lord  knows  very  well,  that  the 
Greek  word  is  so  explained  by  the  learned  grammarian  Eustathius,  and 
by  other  grammarians  of  the  first  authority.  Although  the  Athenians 
scrupled  not  to  possess  themselves  of  slaves,  yet  the  trade  in  slaves  among 
them  was  infamous.  But  whatever  they  might  think  of  it,  we  have  rea- 
son to  conclude,  from  the  mention  made  of  ‘ slave-traders’  by  St.  Paul, 
that  if  any  of  them  should  ever  find  their  way  to  heaven,  they  must  go 
thither  in  company  with  murderers  and  parricides.*” 

But  it  will  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  use  of  slaves,  when  bought,  is 
identified  in  guilt  with  the  actual  purchase  of  them  ; and  let  me  ask,  what 
does  an  opponent  think  of  the  law  of  the  God  of  the  Hebrews,  expressly 
given  to  his  own  people, — “ He  that  slealeth  a man,  and  selleth  him,  or, 
if  he  be  found  in  his  hand,  he  shall  surely  be  put  to  death  !”  Exod.  xxi. 
16.  Did  the  Spirit  of  holiness  inspire  this  denunciation  ; and  did  lie  re- 
voke this  by  some  subsequent  permission  to  steal,  and  sell,  and  possess 
human  flesh  and  blood  ? I leave  this  inquiry  to  the  solution  of  the  Christ- 
ian pro-slaver,  while  I pass  on  to  the  confounding  fact  that  even  the  chil- 
dren  yes,  and  for  all  that  appears  to  the  contrary,  the  most  remote 

posterity  of  African  parents the  children  of  slaves  are  considered  as 

human  property.  This  is  the  practical  doctrine  of  the  West  Indies,  and 
of  the  United  States;  and  not  of  these  only,  but  of  many  who  insist  upon 
the  spiritual  equality  of  mankind. 

To  the  opponent  of  the  above  statements  it  may  be  finally  said,  It  is  re- 
quired of  you,  as  an  act  of  simple  equity,  to  prove  your  affirmation — name- 
ly, that  man  may  have  a right  of  property  in  the  person  of  another.  Then, 
Who  has  this  right  ? When  was  it  acquired  P IIow  was  it  acquired  P It 


* See  Bishop  Horsley’s  Speeches  in  Parliament,  1813,  pp.  252,  539.  The  above 
brief  extracts  are  detached  and  dismembered  : his  lordship’s  arguments  should  be 
studied  in  the  addresses  themselves  as  published  by  Mr.  Heneage  Horsley;  their 
strength  being  much  diluted  by  such  scanty  citations  as  those  in  the  text. 
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is  demanded,  in  pure  justice,  that  a slave  possessor  at  this  moment  shew 
his  claim  to  human  property.  Let  him,  on  the  margin  of  this  paper,  in- 
sert the  references  to  his  proofs,  or,  in  legal  language,  the  abstract  of  his 
title. 

Before  I close,  it  is  too  necessary.  Sir,  that  I should  repeat  a considera- 
tion already  adduced ; namely,  that  the  party  principally,  and  almost  ex- 
clusively, addressed  on  this  occasion  is  that  division  of  the  Christian  Church, 
which  professes  to  he  not  of  the  ivorld,  hut  to  be  its  determined  reprover 
and  opponent;  insisting  upon  separation  from  that  world’s  society  and 
maxims  as  one  of  the  essential  and  distinctive  marks,  by  which  the  fol- 
lowers of  Christ  testify  their  sincerity ; urging  strictness,  and  even  severity 
of  life,  as  hearing  the  cross  after  Him  who  died  upon  it ; frowning  upon 
any  doctrine  which  would  seem  to  touch  the  purity,  self-denial,  and  spirit- 
ual mindedness  of  the  Gospel ; all  but  boasting  and  triumphing  amidst 
their  endeavours  to  bring  the  whole  of  the  human  race  under  the  golden 
sceptre  of  Jesus  Christ ; exulting  in  the  final  restoration  of  Israel,  as  in 
the  extinction  of  all  the  remaining  differences  of  the  Universal  Church — 

but  seeming,  as  it  were,  to  tread  upon  a serpent,  the  moment 

they  are  besought,  and  by  the  mercies  of  God,  to  make  one  sacrifice  in 
behalf  of  the  excluded  children  of  Africa!  It  is  on  these  persons  that 
the  strength  of  the  pro-slavery  cause  rests.  And  why  ? Because  their 
very  profession  of  religion  consecrates  their  worst  offences.  They  remind 
us  of  the  policy  of  Julian  the  Apostate;  who  urged  his  heathen  priests  to 
outlive  the  Christian  teachers,  in  order  to  prove  to  the  surrounding  world 
the  superiority  of  Paganism that  the  conduct  of  the  priest  might  sanc- 

tify also  his  system. 

God  forbid.  Sir,  that  I should  deliberately  accuse  persons  calling  them- 
selves Christians,  on  either  side  of  the  Atlantic,  of  a formal  intention  to 
confound  evil  with  good  ; but  I am  speaking  of  the  effect  of  a certain  course 
of  conduct — of  its  influence  upon  immature,  half-formed  religionists,  who 
take  their  opinions,  upon  trust,  from  the  popular  and  accredited  author- 
ities of  the  religious  community.  The  power  of  the  world,  properly  so 
called,  is  simply  worldly ; and  both  its  enemies  and  its  adherents  under- 
stand and  feel  its  heartlessness  and  impotence.  It  has  no  moral  force  ; 
and  can  appeal  to  nothing  better  than  its  own  anti-christian  principles.  It 
wears  a transparent  mask.  But  when  we  criminate  men  ostentatiously 
professing  godliness,  and  venture  to  detect  the  pollutions  of  a system  which 
we  otherwise  admire,  and  own  to  be  the  pure  and  perfect  way,  it  is  the 
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dark  discovery  of  unfaithfulness  in  a friend ; and — what  few  men  will 
face — it  is  directly  accusing  him  ; and  daring  to  meet  all  the  disgust,  re- 
sentment, and  recrimination,  which  such  an  occasion  too  surely  awakens. 
We,  in  our  own  privileged  isle,  have  made  the  ungracious  experiment, 
and  been  stung  by  the  consequences.  But  this  very  result  has  proved 
the  necessity,  and  the  beneficial  character,  of  the  trial.  Innocence  may 
complain  of  being  unjustly  accused,  and  may  calmly  demand  an  investi- 
gation ; but  Guilt  alone  exhibits  an  irritable,  and  intolerant,  and  vindic- 
tive spirit,  when  it  attempts  defence  and  exculpation. 

Retiring,  however,  again  from  the  unavoidable  personalities  of  our 
subject,  I will  endeavour  to  place  the  question  on  what  shall  be  termed 
the  concessionary  principle —giving  the  opponent  all  the  advant- 

age he  can  derive  from  the  supposition,  that  the  God  of  the  Hebrews  did 
formally  originate,  authorize,  and  purpose  to  continue.  Slavery,  very  Sla- 
very, among  his  chosen  people.  Jlllowhig  all  this,  I require  proof  that 
a Virginian  planter  has  a right  to  lay  his  hand  upon  the  Pentateuch  and 
say — “ Here  is  a divine  licence,  for  myself,  to  hold  in  slavery  negroes 
purchased  in  Africa,  their  children,  and  their  posterity  for  ever.”  Then, 
let  him  transfer  his  hand  to  the  epistle  to  Philemon  and  assert — “ In  a 
few  of  these  verses  I find  a direct  authority  from  Jesus  Christ,  to  work 
my  plantation  by  the  whip ; and  to  treat  every  slave  on  my  estate  as  a 
beast,  an  alien,  and  an  outlaw.”  I will  then  surrender  to  the  polygamist, 
to  the  adulterer,  and  to  all  offenders  of  their  class,  whatever  may  be  derived 
in  their  defence,  from  certain  examples  and  circumstances  detailed  in  the 
Old  Testament.  What  will  be  said  of  that  part  of  the  patriarchal  econo- 
my, which  suffered,  in  the  case  of  Abraham  (the  “father  of  the  faithful” 
— “the  friend  of  God — ”)  not  merely  polygamy,  hut  even  concubinage? 
(Gen.  xxv.  6.)  And  this,  under  the  theocracy  itself,  continued  in  the 
Jewish  Church,  till  the  system  in  question  expanded,  in  the  days  of 
Solomon  and  Rehoboam,  into  what  was,  to  say  the  least,  highly  offensive 
to  the  moral  sense,  and,  as  it  would  appear  to  the  Christian  mind,  most 
decidedly  criminal.  2 Kings,  xi.  3. — 2 Chron.  xi.  21. — I will  then  beck- 
on them  to  follow  me  into  the  New  Testament;  and  challenge  their 
opponents  to  adduce  thence  a single  passage,  condemnatory  of  a plurality 
of  wives;  except  in  the  case  of  bishops  and  deacons  (1  Tim.  iii.  2,  12); 
and  the  direct  inference  is,  that  this  being  an  exception  to  a rule,  other 
men  may  have  an  unlimited  number. 

As  being  myself.  Sir,  a professor  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  I feel  utterly 
ashamed  and  degraded,  in  being  thus  compelled  to  fight  our  adversaries 


with  their  own  polluted  weapons.  But,  in  this  case  also,  “Necessity  is 
laid  upon  me.”  We  must  use  even  strange  and  ill -looking  modes  of 
refutation  ; if  haply  We  may,  by  such  means,  persuade  men  no  longer  to 
stifle  the  convictions  of  their  own  consciences,  nor  venture  upon  provoking 
the  God  of  the  Africans,  also,  to  make  inquisition  for  blood;  and  to 
fulfil  his  awful  intimation,  “Vengeance  is  mine,  I will  repay.*’ 

What  do  your  religionists  think.  Sir,  of  the  doctrine  of  Retribution  ? 
Do  they  admit  its  existence — do  they  ever  calculate  upon  its  consequences  P 
Do  they  here , also,  “ hear  Moses  and  the  prophets  ?”  Did  they  ever 
listen  to  the  denunciations  of  the  Son  of  God  against  the  people  chosen 
by  his  Father  ? Is  history  the  interpreter  of  prophecy  ? Is  the  general 
voice  of  the  children  of  God  the  faith  of  his  holy  universal  church  ? And, 
lastly,  what  will  one  day  be  the  severity  of  retribution  on  Christian 
nations,  yet  holding  in  slavery  five  millions  of  their  fellow  immortals  ? 
I only  wish,  that  a reply  to  these  inquiries  may  be  speedily  returned, 
throughout  the  Union ; in  the  form  of  a determination,  under  the  aid  of 
the  Father  of  the  oppressed,  to  release  slaves  finally  from  all  temporal 
bondage — to  proclaim  their  year  of  Jubilee;  and  to  use  every  means, 
also,  for  their  spiritual  manumission,  with  ourselves , into  what  the  scrip- 
ture emphatically  calls  “ the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God  1” 

I am,  Sir, 

Y our  obedient  servant, 

1834.  THE  AUTHOR. 


FINIS 


Charles  Hammond,  Printer,  Minories,  Birmingham. 


